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Preface

The Ganga Action Plan (GAP) was launched in 1986 with the main focus on improving the river
conservation programme that included pollution abatement, improvement of water quality,
treatment of domestic sewage and restriction of toxic and industrial chemical wastes from being
discharged into the river. In 2009, the Government of India (G.0.l) established the National Ganga
River Basin Authority (NGRBA) with the primary objective of effectively planning and managing all
the activities pertaining to cleaning of the Ganga River as well as maintaining its biodiversity.
Understanding the significance of river management and the critical role of aquatic ecosystems it
aimed at a comprehensive and holistic approach, involving all the sectors of the society.

To increase the momentum of cleaning of the Ganga River, Ministry of environment, Forests and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) formed the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in 2011 for
strengthening the implementation of the objectives of NBGRA across all the states where the
Ganga River and its tributaries flow. Later NMCG and NGBRA were allocated to the Ministry of
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (MoWR, RD & GR). The Namami
Gange programme has been launched with the primary objective of rejuvenating the Ganga River.
Due to the ecological and social significance of the Ganga River, it is pertinent that clear cut actions
are taken for its protection against further degradation.

Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun, will play an integral role by acting as the technical and
scientific knowledge partner to the NMCG in order to strengthen the initiative and achieve the
main goal of biodiversity conservation and Ganga rejuvenation. WII will develop a science based
aquatic species restoration plan for Ganga River by involving multiple stakeholders; engage in
capacity development of the Forest Department and other stakeholders; establish the ‘rescue and
rehabilitation centres’ for the endangered fauna of the Ganga, at select sites, by developing human
resources and infrastructure, with support from the Forest and Veterinary departments. The aim is
also to elicit the participation of local communities in NMCG initiatives by providing platforms
through the Panchayati Raj System and capacity development. Developing and implementing
conservation education program for the river side communities of the Ganga River is also one of
the objectives for the WII to carry out.




The various projects under the Namami Gange programme were successfully launched on 7t July,
2016 by Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri
Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, Gol and in
special presence of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism
and Culture, Gol and other dignitaries. More than 231 projects were launched along the banks of the
Ganga at 100 locations. Namami Gange intends to invest in all aspects of cleaning Ganga River i.e.
beautification of ghats, setting up of sewage treatment plants, managing industrial discharge, water
guality management, afforestation programmes, conserving the ecologically important species that
are dependent on the Ganga River for their survival, setting up of Ganga Knowledge and
Interpretation Centres for awareness generation and knowledge dissemination in order to fulfil the
primary objective of Ganga rejuvenation.

This report provides the information on the launch of the Ganga Aqualife Conservation and
Monitoring Centre (Dehradun) and Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centres (Narora,
Sarnath, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj). These centres were officially launched on 7% July, 2016, in
Haridwar as well as Narora, Sarnath, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj, by the Wildlife Institute of India in
collaboration with the Forest department officials of their respective states (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and NPCIL in Uttar Pradesh). The launch event was attended by people from all the sectors
of the society like students and teachers from local school, professors from universities, scientists and
research scholars from institutions working in the field of environment and wildlife conservation,
officers from the Territorial Army, representatives from local Non- Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and local communities; showing their willingness, support and commitment to this extremely
important initiative.
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Introduction

The Government of India established the NGRBA with a view to address the issue of Ganga at the
basin level so as to maintain its water quality, ecological flows, biodiversity and sustained
ecosystem services. The Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, NGRBA has initiated NMCG with a comprehensive approach to address the
challenges faced by Ganga River via four different sectors, namely, waste water management, solid
waste management, industrial pollution and river front development. It has developed a
comprehensive strategy to restore the biodiversity value of the Ganga River. The proximate goal is
to ensure that, by 2020, a significant reduction of threats to the biodiversity populations of Ganga
River, either currently endangered or likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future, is
achieved.

The project “Biodiversity conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” forms the integral part of this
conservation strategy. This project proposal aims to develop a science based aquatic species
restoration plan for Ganga River by involving multiple stakeholders. Following conservation actions
have been proposed: (a) Create a coordinating institution - Ganga Aqualife Conservation
Monitoring Centre (GACMC) at WII, Dehra Dun, for science based conservation planning and
dissemination of information; (b) Prepare a biodiversity profile of Ganga River and develop pilot
species restoration plans for select stretches and species; (c) Develop capacity of Forest
Department and other stakeholders of the Ganga River States for regular monitoring of identified
species of conservation significance (River dolphin, Crocodiles, Otter and Waterbirds); (d) Assist
NMCG in establishing the rescue and rehabilitation centres for endangered fauna of the Ganga, at
select sites, by developing human resources and infrastructure with support from the Forest and
Veterinary departments; (e) Develop and implement strategies to involve the stakeholders,
particularly, the river side communities for species restoration; and (f) Educate people through
conservation awareness programs relating to the aquatic biodiversity of Ganga River.

The national launch of the projects under Namami Gange programme was held at Haridwar,
Uttarakhand, on 7t" July 2016, in a mega event at the Rishikul grounds. The projects under
Namami Gange programme were launched by Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport,




Highways and Shipping of India, Gol and in special presence of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable
Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, Shri
Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Culture, Gol and other dignitaries.
Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Gol, unveiled the foundation stone stating the inauguration of 43 projects
undertaken in Uttarakhand on various aspects of Ganga River under the Namami Gange
program.

WII is among the institutions that are a part of the Namami Gange programme and is
responsible for establishing Ganga Knowledge Management Centres at select sites. As a part
of the national launch of the Namami Gange Programme, WII was directed by Dr. Rajat
Bhargava, Joint Secretary and Mission Director, NMCG, to hold the launch programme at the
selected sites, viz., Haridwar (Dehradun), Narora, Varanasi, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj Vide
Letter No. B-02/2015-16/1259/NMCG-WII proposal dated 1%t July 2016.

Extensive preparation was carried out by WII prior to this launch. Compilation of literature on
the Ganga River system and its biodiversity, webpage content compilation and design, and
preparation of banners, posters, brochure and other display materials were done. All the
selected sites were visited by WII scientists along with researchers to identify appropriate
infrastructural improvement for the establishment of Ganga Knowledge Management Centres.
These sites were selected keeping in mind the connectivity and accessibility by road as well as
the distance from the river. Relevant stakeholders were identified and involved in the initial
planning process. For the project, the institute has already invested in LFD screens and SHARP
software to generate awareness and disseminate information on the various components of
the project undertaken and Ganga’s aquatic biodiversity.

The launch program was held on 7t July 2016 at all the five sites simultaneously. The details of
the nodal officer, along with the names of the researchers, in charge of the launch programme
at each site has been appended in Annexure 13. The minute to minute detailed report of each
site is provided in the following pages.






Project Namami Gange Launch in Rishikul Maidan, Haridwar

Launch of the Project

Biodiversity Conservation And Ganga Rejuvenation (Namami Gange)
Haridwar, Uttarakhand

Namami Gange programme is an initiative taken up by the Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, for cleaning the holy river Ganga and ensuring its
unfettered flow as well as conserving and protecting its aquatic biodiversity. In 2015, the Central
Government had allotted a sum of INR 20,000 crore for cleaning the Ganga River in five years.

The projects under Namami Gange were formally launched in Haridwar on 7th July 2016, at 11:00
am, in a mega event at the Rishikul grounds. The launch of the projects took place by Shri Harish
Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri Nitin Gadkari,
Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, Gol and in special presence
of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Culture, Gol
and other dignitaries. More than 231 projects along the banks of Ganga were launched at 100
locations under the Namami Gange programme to clean and protect the 2,500 km long river. 1,000
projects have been lined up in different states including Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and West Bengal under NMCG. The launch event at Haridwar was coordinated by
WAPCOS Limited, an accredited Public Sector Enterprise under the aegis of the Union Ministry of
Water Resource, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol. A team from WII, Dehradun (Dr.
V.B. Mathur- Director, WII; Dr. Ruchi Badola- Scientist-G, WII; Dr. Pranab Pal- FTO and Research
Scholars- Dr. Shivani Barthwal, Ms. Upma Manral, Ms. Amanat K Gill and Ms. Aditi Dev) were present
at the event.
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Launch of projects under Namami Gange programme by Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways
and Shipping of India, Gol and in special presence of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of
Tourism and Culture, Gol and other dignitaries by lighting the lamp

The programme started by the lighting of the lamp by all the honourable ministers and
dignitaries followed by a welcome song performance by students from the Faculty of
Music and Fine Arts, University of Delhi.

Welcome Song performed by students of Faculty of
Music and Fine Arts, University of Delhi at the launch
of the projects under Namami Gange




Dr. Rajat Bhargava, Joint Secretary and Mission Director, NMCG, welcomed the honourable
guests and stated the tasks under the Namami Gange programme, supported by the video
made by NMCG providing a glimpse of the projects.

Release of Namami Gange Anthem

The ‘Namami Gange Anthem’ composed and sung by Trichur Brothers and the video directed
by Ms. Deepika Chandrasekharan to promote the Clean Ganga campaign was released at the
launch by the honourable dignitaries. The anthem is part of a massive publicity campaign to
spread awareness about the government’s initiative. The Trichur brothers and Ms. Deepika
Chandrasekharan were felicitated for their contribution.

Namami Gange Anthem video clippings directed by Ms. Deepika Chandrasekharan who are being
felicitated for composing the Namami Gange Anthem

Trichur Brothers, Music composers of
Namami Gange Anthem
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Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal, MP Haridwar and Former Chief Minister Uttarakhand, then delivered a
speech, wherein he talked about initiatives undertaken by the Government of Uttarakhand
under his leadership, in 2010, to clean the Ganga, the ‘Sparsh Ganga Campaign’.

Dr. Ramesh Pokhariyal, MP Haridwar and Ex
Chief Minister Uttarakhand addressing the
dignitaries and talking about ‘Sparsh Ganga’
Initiative in 2010

Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Culture, Gol, spoke about the
significance of the Clean Ganga Mission taken up by the Government of India in his speech.

Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Honorable Minister of
Tourism and Culture, Gol, addressing the
people about Clean Ganga Mission

Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Gol, addressed the gathering by asserting that Namami Gange programme
will be very successful, adding that the first impact of this ambitious programme would be
seen by October this year. She said that the river is getting polluted




due to waste water from industries and sewerage of cities. She asserted that "Ganga is
perhaps the only subject on which there is complete unanimity in the whole country”. She
further added "We are not doing any obligation to Mother Ganga, rather this is an atonement
for the sins we have committed by polluting her." She informed that the Centre is mulling
passage of a legislation called the Ganga Act in Parliament for the success of the Namami
Gange programme.

Lauding Sushri Uma Bharti's efforts, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and
Shipping of India, Gol, Shri Nitin Gadkari said that steps should also be taken for the
"marketing" of Ganga. "If Germany can sell water of its rivers in distant lands, why can
Ganga’s water not be made available to people in India and abroad for drinking or other
purposes,” he said.

Sushri Uma Bharti, Shri Nitin Gadkari, Shri Harish Rawat addressing the audience about Namami
Gange programme during the launch

Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Shri Harish Rawat spoke about the current
initiatives taken by the state to clean Ganga River and the future possibilities in this
regard. He also talked about the possibility of setting up waterways between the states of
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.




Launch of the Book- Ghats on Ganga River, Uttarakhand prepared by WAPCOS, by all the honourable ministers
and dignitaries present at the inauguration.

After the speeches by all the honourable ministers, a book- ‘Ghats on Ganga River, Uttarakhand’
prepared by WAPCOS was released by all the dignitaries.

Role of Wildlife Institute of India

Forming an integral part of NMCG, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, will provide the research
and technical assistance for fulfilling the following objectives pertaining to the biodiversity
conservation of Ganga River, under ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation’:-
Establishment of Ganga Aqualife Conservation Monitoring Centre (GACMC) Planning and
Implementing Aquatic Species Restoration for Ganga River Capacity Building of Forest
Department and other Stakeholders Establishment of Rescue and Rehabilitation Centres
Community Based Conservation Programmes for Species Restoration in Ganga River Nature
Interpretation and Education for Biodiversity Conservation of Ganga River Posters, brochures,
panels and standees were designed by the team at WII depicting the significance of Ganga River
for the survival and sustenance of its diverse aquatic biodiversity like Gangetic Dolphin (Platanista
gangetica gangetica), Black Necked Stork (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus), Gharial (Gavialis
gangeticus), Smooth Coated Otter (Lutrogale perspicillata), many waterbirds and others that it
supports.




Posters of various species that are found and are dependent on Ganga River prepared by Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehradun showcased at the launch of Namami Gange programme

The brochure, both in Hindi and English, on the ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga
Rejuvenation’ project undertaken by WII, illustrating its six components, was released by Shri
Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, Gol,
Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Gol
Shri Mahesh Sharma, Minister of Tourism and Culture, Gol, and other dignitaries present at
the launch of the projects under Namami Gange Programme.

Launch of brochures designed by Wildlife
Institute of India at the inauguration of
the projects under Namami Gange
Programme

Ganga Aqualife Conservation Monitoring Centre in Dehradun, Uttarakhand and Ganga
_ Aqualife Knowledge Management Centres in Narora and Sarnath (Uttar Pradesh), Bhagalpur
Ig-;-n ! (_Blnar and Sahibganj (Jharkhand) are being set up by WII as the knowledge and
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management centres on the conservation and protection of Ganga’s aquatic biodiversity. The
Centres were formally inaugurated by Shri Nitin Gadkari and Shri Harish Rawat in the
presence of Sushri Uma Bharti and Dr Mahesh Sharma at the launch event.

A video on the biodiversity that Ganga River supports and the local communities that are
dependent on it as well as the components that will be carried out by WII, prepared by WII,
was showcased during the project launch.

Panels displaying the Ganga Aqualife Conservation Monitoring Centre, WII and Ganga Aqualife
Knowledge Management Centre, Narora, Sarnath, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj
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Video made by spearhead team of WII showcased at the launch
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Unveiling of Foundation stone by Sushri Uma Bharti

Sushri Uma Bharti, in the presence of Shri Nitin Gadkari and Shri Harish Rawat, unveiled the
foundation stone stating the launch of 43 projects in Uttarakhand, on the various aspects of
Clean Ganga River Mission under the Namami Gange programme such as construction of
sewage treatment plants, sewage pumping stations, ghats and crematoria, biodiversity centres
and knowledge centres as well as projects for creating awareness about NMCG. In all, 43
projects worth INR 250 crore were initiated for Uttarakhand; INR 200 crore was earmarked for
Bihar, INR 250 crore for Jharkhand, INR 200 crore for West Bengal, and approximately INR 600
crore for Uttar Pradesh.

Launch of Website and Mobile App on Clean Ganga Mission

The government also launched a website (http://bhuvan.nrsc.gov.in/projects/ganga/) and a

mobile app, named Bhuvan Ganga Mobile Application, for the Clean Ganga project at the launch
event in Haridwar. This is an initiative to reach as many people as possible using various kinds of
media available and increase the participation and willingness of people towards Clean Ganga
Mission.

Unveiled foundation stone representing launch of 43
projects under Namami Gange in Uttarakhand State
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Bhuvan Ganga Website launched at inauguration of Namami Gange

At the end of the programme, all the honourable ministers and dignitaries were presented
with plates commemorating the launch of the projects under Namami Gange followed by the
vote of thanks by Shri Hari Har Mishra, Director Finance, NMCG.

Shri Rajat Bhargava, Joint Secretary and
Mission Director, NMCG felicitating
Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister
of Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, with a
commemorative plate




P

i
- o A

SN

o
X

’ E a ‘~:'c~‘cm

|
i
|

14




MEDIA COVERAGE

= _ prress TR

COANWECT
PEQIEETH
WEWFE

~ ‘Namami Gange’ project
launch today

durk e b w g beadinn o Bo b g el

o Pkl (i o
[FE e e TR T e
o B 1 Fare

b e kenck caee T

Wl i

by vion of ST ik,
B T s
bl o= ey
L
i, vidn Ex oo phue ol B
smghivd aopase WA B

&m em i
iy vl g e Ca b
B

N K TR e ] T T g

o ok vl A e e b

Loaneed willi la .
(st iongs Bl Goge (= L] « R © L = L]~ Tt = ]
—yom =
The Tribune “ ==
a ororwoen® g
snen worow! roms rau mrns s Jre cmeneuns e | moon! mnces asan i

WAMA Gangs taes off st Flaridwsr solsy
(1)~ - T B 5 Mo @

Commrmrnsd UFEL
e~
v e

Sy e vt
[
W P
———eton o
ke o

L S IR Chug s sasviem b
R Trberaet s sncm eind spot
S U, By i
i g g s e

T Ut (et i rewmamvre s W et o 7’ oo n sowedras ot e Movws ol o e e, v S iy B o
A T e s The syt e o e et

s i L s .

Ewiem oy & on (o, s ey Voot 3w Tar st Vst e o8 e ek v

INDIAN EXPRESS

==
a Wi i @ BOECLTRTAL CLE 3

l:;!re muum 300 Namaml Bange prajecis warh

S 0 LR Y | TN S kA b

= -

— ESAR

O B Py S i S cha e Cangs et Rz iounched

e il
2ok e e (T T A o

e ot il bt twarc-ac] vl S um 1L s i o e
bt B = o Do Sorms o i b grchat o D e rrps
[C8 ER

Vren b Swoaow i e Sot s v o T T
T AT (T WA O T O e e, (el
8% TIECLCE8 TC INETH CRTET=IE T, ree AT T m, T ATy
o e, T A o D

iy e g o s v o dhores o Gorga 1 e et e
e s o T P e A e e e R e
W propeces ek e b o e porheed

O e T e ey
b, o e M il
TSI v b e e concac g ceaies moeTi muds mecing
i T b v e g SR s by P o e
N THRE EUTT AR DUt s o b ko i ek e
remdtvieeiey s ooy ool Bk vl

|aing oLt wort el 1 B comeaciior of e oo Jkeg

v Py v d b s ik D s el e

i

Faarerni Sange nil secceed iy il Unav'y arsadeed
oo, corsaanndgilance

——

Fint

[ —

St Dol

Namami Gange Mission: Govt to Jaunch

W Yo 37 220 0 S UIY

AL 2N

Wi s 3 Ve S s

B T
i ——

14 B T s
T

S 2w e e g
propn

T e o SN e e
cwrrh e sramars v b1l 300

[ —

e N L T I e t—
e Mk 11 he e 0 enge

@ver—htaien’ prvememn un Ty sl ek oves
B Tl em—

(L2 et o o St e i b
e d o ol o e iy

= coomoe {THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS - a fw

B =oe e vy =2 -

- AT
D)

m Farnare prican Shoni by 2z 10 pad-ap OUC g 2 wasdy 1o O

E T L T ———

Namami Gange: 231 projects
for ‘Clean Ganga' launched
today by Uma Bharti

\ - —

seted

Bkt

LT SRS .
a0 w3 0T L
s iy
e -

By s 2

.

15



mﬂn}_%u!ul'ml G CFAMuASm | e

-
umnm -
Asprrnnty = e et mers e s b dmew

™ Josh

Cmn vy e -

O R O

231 Projects under Namami Gange launched o
over country

| come BRI ] seenn)
Top B.Com Col l-oc an -

e e

o ek e »

|
VRIS A AR A AR LTI R, 5 4 LA ‘
A T B o B | | gy }

o o -
B L L e L LT .
ot . 4 iy s o ey e s e

e

o B M o1 e Bt Y 3y S

T ST T R e
K Wi

Vg e A

-

= DakikRhadkar.com om ~ fwaQ

IYPLAN POSTPAID

rtel SAVE 309 ON MOBILE BILL

S e T e S+ e+ S s 5 P v Sy S M

At R ;oW g i 231 e @, 3 e A P
R TN W

- —— WY AT

) Z Toxt cerson
- aA (= [ Bl Rl ) niw avnilsb

) A N o v d g P

Best SIP Invastment Plens

O
»

N oy e o e W e el e e 41 S g o G )
T 2 s U000 1 i L gl 8 i ) i s ) 3 WA
o i T b S B 3 e R e

v e f gou vy v e

v Tt T o b b S+

T Mrosomir Lurs

i L L Dt ]

Mlashachie
-
UNLIMITED F - !
TO ANY N ER : LI v )

D S — |- - %

St B e S e, e, o v [l S GO

Uma Ehartl lsunches Namaml Gange ™

qucts worth Re 250 crore In =
Harakhand .

SRR o —

-

B | i B S

TR g B ey
DI 0000 I L A LN e

We've got your A AT I, AT 1 PG
WOV ID B4 TN O DT Ve
COUPYVIENE S L T e
-ty e g 4 ) m———c
bowmme b
oo @ s
L

T U R S 0. LW DT WG e Vet
RGN R0 BT TR S SO0 ORI TR T e
" R L R b Lo Rl B L L
o v e 5004 0 v g e

Dms cnthog B S S b g ot 6k ok B Ty N e
A K T i ] L A ek I bl

RN BCT BTN BT AOAE 30 N 0 D e B THNG IS 8
B i 2

. ——

£31 Homaml @Gange projects worth Rs 1500 Cr

launchac
e l'n.h:hn‘rrr [ TRt e T DT e

B Ly s L
L e B S Y
H o o s s e e o

T LW e | W T S U | VUV VI

T ) I . T T I LA N1 RS L W R T

o il

T ] [ SRR < A S L S i TR S

A T i Al e RPN I e R T 7 S
i

+ Lot o g o g

o e g e a7 - W

5

b Eampe b s i o’ o et 7.

——————— L LN LS LS P -

Le2 Smariphone g 211,946
R R R LR E L el T

WIEEO: ke e b
Y &7 xoh F TeR =N S 0w A MR SRR Ty ﬂvidm&ﬁn

el W

Wy e o T K e e B AT e XS oty i ek Ty 3 WD
ety T W M g pe Jous & Dy PealeVe o ¥ ovg 4 B vt A e o
- o

= =T
P o Wy & e
-

_ ek L2 2

Tine TN Bt b,
The warkd: bo¢ ua.
@ S Yok iy e s (v ke W
[ R -

Modl govt’s ‘Namalm Gange’ programme
to commence tomorrow

alusian u-|rqu1 ataon

0u) a1 AR T e T T LTI PIPEN

rrearra: plast

0 R N P T

i M 4 e gt VAT e e o e o B e e




Narora




¥ .
-y

L RA T L. W
g
1 ? i
- .‘.'1'7
¥
e
&
&
-

LA
LA
nw\ i
|
.V" '

}
\ {
| »
"K
b}
>
L'?
»
|

;‘

]
§
E{

INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT CENTRE

NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH
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The project “Biodiversity conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” being carried out by Narora
Atomic Power Station (NAPS), a unit of Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL),
with technical assistance from WII, Dehradun, forms an integral part of the NMCG
conservation initiative with its main objective to monitor the health of the Ganga.

The team from WII (Dr. Gautam Talukdar- Scientist D, and Research Scholars Dr. Pariva Dobriyal
and Ms. Michelle Irengbam) reached the Narora site in the evening of 5th July 2016. On the
morning of the 6th July 2016, discussions with members of the Environmental Stewardship
Programme of NAPS, Shri Raja Mandal (Engineer, NPCIL) and Shri P.D. Mishra (Engineer, NPCIL)
were held to decide on further course of action. After which site inspection of the Atomic
Energy Central School, Narvar Ghat and the Turtle Rearing and Breeding Facility were done by
the team from WII accompanied by Shri Raja Mandal and Shri P.D. Mishra. Meeting with
principal of the Atomic Energy Central School was held to finalize the schedule of sensitization
programme for students and drawing competition for which topic was decided as biodiversity
of Ganga River. Preparations for the launch programme were carried out in the evening.

On the morning of 7th July 2016, the WII team along with Shri Raja Mandal and Shri P.D.
Mishra visited the school and prepared for the sensitization programme and drawing
competition. The Programme started at 7.20am. After completing the programme at school,
Dr. Gautam Talukdar called Station Director of the NAPS and fixed a meeting with him. In the
presence of Shri P.D. Mishra and Shri Raja Mandal the meeting started at 11.00 am at the
residence of Station Director, NAPS. Shri Subhashish Patra (Maintenance Superintendent
Coordinator, Environment Stewardship Program, NAPS) who supposed to join the meeting
could not join as he was not well.

The meeting with the Station Director, Shri D.S. Choudhary (Station Director, NAPS), was long
and productive. He had reservations about making an official commitment about the program
in the Turtle Breeding facility. Discussions about the NMCG project continued during which Dr.
Gautam Talukdar briefed him about the project, its different components, need for logistic
support and assured him technical support. However, the Station Director advised not to use
the NPCIL logo in any of the display material until the MoU between WII and NPCIL was
signed.
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Although, later in the afternoon, the MoU was signed and faxed by Shri Sushant Kumar Jena
(NPCIL, Mumbai) to the Station Director’s Office. However, any programme could not be
organized on 7th July as it was a holiday at NAPS, Narora.

Following activities were organized at Narora for the launch of the project ‘Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation’ and sensitization of the people.

Site inspection of Narvar Ghat

Atomic Energy Central School Programme

The principal of the NAPS school, Shri R.S. Solanki, was informed about the programme
beforehand. The school programme started at 7:20 am during the morning assembly. The
main focus was to sensitize the students about the importance of biodiversity conservation
with emphasis on Ganga River. A short talk was given by Dr. Gautam Talukdar on Ganga and
its biodiversity followed by a power point presentation biodiversity followed by a
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power point presentation by Dr. Pariva Dobriyal about the journey of the Ganga River,
starting from Gomukh to the Bay of Bengal. This was followed by a short video clip displaying
the importance of the river and its biodiversity value. To increase awareness among the
students, a painting competition was organized under the theme ‘Aquatic life of the Ganga
River’ for students in classes VIt —Xth. About 500 students along with the teachers and other
staff of the school attended this event. Evaluation of the paintings submitted was done by
the WIl team and prize winners were selected.
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Programme conducted at NAPS School

Official launch of NMCG projects in Narora at Narvar Ghat on 7t July 2016

The inauguration of the project started around 4:30 pm at Narvar Ghat. The honourable chief
guests present for the launch of the projects under Namami Gange were Dr. Bhola Singh
(Member of the Parliament), Shri Sanjay Sharma (Advisor to the Ministry of Water Resources,
Government of India), Shri D.S. Choudhary (Station Director), Dr. Sandeep Behera (NMCG),
Himanshu Mittal (District leader of BJP) and Shri Sandeep Bhaiya (Samajhwadi Party, District of
Etah, Uttar Pradesh).

The chief guests were welcomed with bouquets of flowers by the WII team after which a
welcome song was sung by the students of the local school. All the projects of Namami
Ganga, including renovation of the ghats, public facilities in the ghats, schemes for the pubilic,




biodiversity conservation and Ganga rejuvenation etc. were inaugurated by Dr. Bhola Singh.
This was followed by the release of the Namami Ganga song. A sapling of Ficus sp. was
planted and the foundation stone was unveiled by Dr. Bhola Singh. The WII-NMCG Brochure,
in Hindi and English, were released by the honourable chief guests and dignitaries present.
These brochures were also given to the representatives from the local and national media

outlets.

Official launch of NMCG projects at Narvar Ghat
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Official launch of NMCG projects at Narvar Ghat

Programme at Turtle Rearing and Breeding Facility, NAPS

The members of different sports club, students from nearby school and volunteers of the
Namami Gange programme were gathered at the head starting Turtle Breeding Facility. Dr.
Gautam Talukdar discussed and made the volunteers aware about the different species of
turtles and birds, and the need and importance of their conservation. This was followed by a
quiz, conducted to evaluate their level of awareness about biodiversity and its conservation.
Participants were well aware of conservation initiatives and interested to participate in the
activities of the NMCG- Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation project.
Refreshments were provided to all the participants and the programme concluded at around
7:30 pm in the evening.

Detailed meeting with the officials dealing with the Environmental Stewardship Programme
was held to discuss the modalities of the project followed by a working dinner.
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Sensitization of students and volunteers at the Turtle Rearing and Breeding Facility, NAPS

Prize distribution at Atomic Energy Central School

The prize distribution for the painting competition was held in the school assembly the

following day, 8™ July 2016. On the basis of the evaluation, 5 winners were selected and a

participation gift was given to the rest of the participants.
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The inaugural event at Narora was an extremely fruitful event with insightful interactions with
many stakeholders and youth regarding the biodiversity and its conservation, and the need and
significance of the Namami Gange programme. The response of the youth was very supportive,
which provides encouragement to this initiative. In future, the mileage would be manifold with

involvement of more potential stakeholders for the successful implementation of the project.
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INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE

MANAGEMENT CENTRE

SARNATH, UTTAR PRADESH
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The project “Biodiversity conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” under NMCG forms the
integral part of this conservation strategy. This project aims to develop a science- based
aquatic species restoration plan for Ganga River by involving multiple stakeholders. For
the inauguration of the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre in Sarnath,
which is one of the part of the NMCG-WII initiative under Namami Gange programme,
the WII team, comprising of Dr. R. Suresh Kumar (Scientist— D, WII) and Mr. Narendra
Mohan Katara (Research Scholar), left for Lucknow from the headquarters in Dehradun
on the morning of 5tJuly 2016 and arrived in Sarnath Turtle breeding centre on 6t July,
2016. They were later joined by Shri P.C. Tyagi (Scientist — G, WII) in Sarnath on 6% July,
2016.

Preparatory meeting on 6t July 2016

In the evening of 6t July 2016, the WII team members held a preparatory meeting with
Shri O.P. Singh (Range officer) and Shri Nishikant Sonkar (Forest guard) to decide on the
arrangement pertaining to the launch programme. The 42 inch Sharp LCD TV screen
purchased by WII under the NMCG program for interpretation activities was handed
over to the Range officer. Following which, a site inspection of the Turtle breeding
centre was made.

2 | Entrance of Turtle Breeding Centre,

Sarnath




Namami Ganga Project Launch on 7th July 2016

The NMCG programme launch was scheduled to start at 10:00 am on 7t July 2016 but due to
Eid celebrations happening on the same day the program got delayed and commenced at 11:30
am. The programme commenced with the singing of the “Saraswati Vandana” by the students
of Raj Convent and followed by the welcome of the distinguished participants. An introductory
speech on the mission and vision of the NMCG-WII initiative was given by Shri. P.C. Tyagi
(Scientist-G, WII). This was followed by speeches delivered by Shri Bhushan Kumar Pandey
representative of a local NGO named Sankat Mochan Foundation and by a teacher at Uchch
Prathamik Vidyalaya. Shri Praveen Kumar Rao, Chief Conservator of Forests, Allahabad, Shri
Ashok Dixit, Conservator of Forest, Varanasi and Shri Manoj Sonkar, Divisional Forest Officer,
Kashi, also spoke about the importance of Ganga and its biodiversity, need for its awareness,
threats and the conservation of its biodiversity. The inaugural function was attended by more
than 150 people including local public, members of local NGO, media person, school students
and forest department staff.

Narration of the mythological
importance of Ganga and its role in
conservation by a representative of an
NGO

Shri P. C Tyagi (Scientist — G, WII) in his speech expressed the importance of aquatic wildlife for

the betterment of the Ganga River and explained the mission objectives of WIl for NMCG.
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Namami Ganga Project Launch on 7th July 2016 The NMCG programme launch was scheduled
to start at 10:00 am on 7th July 2016 but due to Eid celebrations happening on the same day
the program got delayed and commenced at 11:30 am. The programme commenced with the
singing of the “Saraswati Vandana” by the students of Raj Convent and followed by the
welcome of the distinguished participants. An introductory speech on the mission and vision of
the NMCG-WII initiative was given by Shri. P.C. Tyagi (Scientist-G, WII). This was followed by
speeches delivered by Shri Bhushan Kumar Pandey representative of a local NGO named
Sankat Mochan Foundation and by a teacher at Uchch Prathamik Vidyalaya. Shri Praveen
Kumar Rao, Chief Conservator of Forests, Allahabad, Shri Ashok Dixit, Conservator of Forest,
Varanasi and Shri Manoj Sonkar, Divisional Forest Officer, Kashi, also spoke about the
importance of Ganga and its biodiversity, need for its awareness, threats and the conservation
of its biodiversity. The inaugural function was attended by more than 150 people including
local public, members of local NGO, media person, school students and forest department
staff.

Narration of the mythological
importance of Ganga and its role

in conservation by a representative
of an NGO

Shri P. C Tyagi (Scientist — G, WII) in his speech expressed the importance of aquatic wildlife
for the betterment of the Ganga River and explained the mission objectives of WII for
NMCG.
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Shri P.C. Tyagi (Scientist- G, WII)

delivering the inaugural speech

Shri Praveen Kumar Rao (Chief Conservator of Forest, Allahabad) informed the gathering about
the importance of the Clean Ganga Mission and highlighted the role of community participation
for the successful implementation of the programme. He also discussed about the activities

conducted by the Varanasi Forest Division in this regard.
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Shri Praveen Kumar Rao (CCF,
Allahbad) delivering speech at the
inaugural of Namami Gange
Programme in Sarnath




Importance of the establishment of Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre at

Sarnath and its role in conservation and rejuvenation of Ganga was detailed by Shri Manoj

Kumar Sonkar (Divisional Forest Officer, Kashi).

Shri Manoj Kumar Sonkar (DFO, Kashi)
addressing the audience at the inaugural
event

Brochures, both in English and Hindi, prepared by the spearhead team at WII, detailing the
different activities of the NMGC - Wl initiative was released by the dignitaries at the end of the

programme and the copies of the same were distributed to the programme attendees.
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Release of the brochures- Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation
prepared by Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun
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Awareness about turtles and their conservation

After the NMCG programme launch, Dr. R. Suresh Kumar (Scientist— D, WII) and Mr.
Narendra Mohan Katara (Research Scholar, WII) conducted an awareness activity for
the school students who attended the event. They were taken around the turtle breeding
facility and were informed about freshwater turtles. The students were extremely
enthusiastic and asked number of questions about turtles and tortoises. They were given
a chance to touch the turtles in order to understand the difference between hard-shelled
and soft-shell turtles. Dr. R. Suresh Kumar informed the students about the decline in the
population of turtles in the Ganga due to poaching for illegal trade, and populations
being impacted due to pollution and loss of nesting beach habitat. He also told them

about the important role played by turtles in keeping the Ganga clean.
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Survey of the Turtle Sanctuary and interaction with local
fishermen community

The Sarnath Turtle Sanctuary is located in the Varanasi District (25°44’58.25”N,
83°17'21.24”E of Uttar Pradesh. The protected area is a 7 km stretch of Ganga River
flowing through Varanasi city from Ramnagar Fort to Malviya Rail/Road Bridge. The
Sanctuary was declared to ensure the survival of turtles released into the Ganga River in
Varanasi. The large sandy beach, an average 500 meter in width, is a potential nesting
site for many ground nesting birds and turtles found in the Sanctuary. Facing the sandy
beach are the ghats where pilgrims offer prayers to the Ganga.

On 8™ July 2016, at 7:00 am, a survey of the turtle sanctuary was conducted. No turtles
could be seen during the visit and the local fishermen informed that there were very
few turtles in the area now. Further, they stated that no nesting by turtles was recorded
in the sandy beach in recent times. A number of boats carrying pilgrims were observed,
which may be a source of disturbance to turtles. It was learnt from the local fisherman
that, in the past, turtles and dolphins were a very common sight, but now, turtles are
rarely seen and dolphins have disappeared from the Sanctuary area.

Image of the Sarnath Turtle

magero 2016 DigitalGlobe

beach (earth.google.com)

Sanctuary showing the large sandy
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Large patches of water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) was observed along the
Varanasi ghats
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INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT CENTRE
BHAGALPUR, BIHAR
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With the mega launch of the projects under the Namami Gange Programme in Haridwar
on 7t July, 2016, inauguration of the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge and Management Centre
at Bhagalpur was also carried out. The inauguration was attended by the guest of honour
Shri S.K. Sinha (Conservator of Forest, Bhagalpur) Shri. S.K Sinha (Divisional Forest Officer,
Bhagalpur), Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A.K. Choudhary (Scientists from Bhagalpur
University), Subedar Subhash Chandra Bind (Commandant, Territorial ArmyKumaon
Regiment), Dr. V.P. Uniyal (Scientist- F, WIl) and Mr. Surya Prasad Sharma (Research
Scholar, WII).

Launch of the Namami Gange project

The event started with the lighting of the lamp by the guest of honour Shri S.K. Singh (CF
Bhagalpur), Shri. S.K. Sinha (DFO, Bhagalpur), Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A.K.
Choudhary (Scientists from Bhagalpur University), Subedar Subhash Chandra,
Commandant, Territorial Army (Kumaon Regiment). Dr. V.P. Uniyal (Scientist- F, WII)
started the programme with an introductory speech on the mission and vision of the
NMCG-WII initiative. The inaugural function was attended by more than 50 persons
including officers of Territorial Army, local people, media person and staff from the forest
department.

Lighting of the lamp ceremony by
all the digniatries to embark the

Gange programme

Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A.K. Choudhary (Bhagalpur University) spoke about the
ecological aspect, highlighting the importance of the biodiversity of Ganga and the
significance of indicator species like dolphins, turtles etc. in maintaining the health of
the ecosystem. They also mentioned the importance of phytoplankton as an indicator
of aquatic ecosystem.

start of the project under Namami
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Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A. K. Choudhary (Bhagalpur University) addressing the audience
with importance of biodiversity conservation

Subedar Subhash Chandra Bind, Commandant, Territorial Army (Kumaon Regiment)
addressed the gathering and briefed about the role of Territorial Army in NMCG.

Subedar Subhash Chandra Bind,
Commandant, Territorial ~ Army
(Kumaon Regiment) addressing the
audience
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Importance of the establishment of the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre at

Bhagalpur and its role in the conservation and rejuvenation of Ganga was detailed by Shri S.K.

Sinha (DFO, Bhagalpur).

Shri S.K. Sinha (DFO, Bhagalpur) addressing
the gathering about the importance and
need of conservation of Ganga
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Shri S.K. Singh (Conservator of Forest, Bhagalpur) delivered the inaugural address and
highlighted the activities conducted by the Bhagalpur Forest Division and their approach

and the role of the community for the successful execution of the projects under Namami
Gange programme.

Shri. S.K. Singh (CF, Bhagalpur)
addressing the gathering with the
activities by Bhagalpur Forest Division
in this initiative

The programme ended with the vote of thanks by Dr. V.P. Uniyal and sapling plantation at
“Rajkiyea Sundarwati Kanya Madhya Vidyalaya”, Bhagalpur.
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Vote of Thanks by Dr. V.P. Uniyal
(Scientist- F, WII)

Plantation by all the dignitaries to embark
the start of the project under Namami Gange
and the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge
Management Centre in Bhagalpur
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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MEDIA COVERAGE

Namami Gange: Slew of schemes

to develop ghats, riverfronts

CONCERTED EFFORT Union ministers Ram Kripal Yadav, Ram Vilas Paswan
and Rajwv Pratap Rudy launch schemes at Buxar, Hajipur and Sonepur
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INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT CENTRE

SAHIBGANJ, JHARKHAND
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On the auspcious day of 7t"July, 2016, when projects under the Namami Gange programme
were being launched in Haridwar in the presence of Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief
Minister of Uttarakhand, Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Gol, Shri Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road
Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, Gol, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of
Tourism and Culture, Gol, and other dignitaries, the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management
Centre was inaugurated at Sahibganj in Jharkhand state simultaneously. Inauguration ceremony
was organized jointly by the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, and the Jharkhand Forest
Department. Shri K.K. Tiwari (D.F.O, I.LES, Jharkhand Forest Department), Professor Dr. Ranjit
Kumar Singh (Sahibganj University), Dr. Parth Talukdar and Dr. Pratik Hazara (Scientists from
Calcutta University), Captain. Koushal Kumar (Ganga Eco task force head) and Shri Anantkumar
Ojha (MLA, Shahibganj) were invited as special guests to grace the occasion. From WII, Dr. J.A.
Johnson (Scientist- D, WII) accompanied by Mr. Shaldavya Kuruganti (Research Scholar, WII)
were present.

Inauguration function of Ganga
Aqualife Knowledge and Monitoring
Centre at Ganga Ghat, Sahibganj,
Jharkhand
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Shri K.K. Tiwari (D.F.O, I.F.S, Jharkhand Forest Department), Dr. Parth Talukdar and Dr. Pratik Hazara
(Scientists from Calcutta University), Captain. Koushal Kumar (Ganga Eco task force head) and Shri
Anantkumar Ojha (MLA, Shahibganj), Dr. J.A. Johnson (Scientist- D, WII) who attended the inauguration
programme in Sahibganj, Jharkhand

The inaugural ceremony started at 11:05 am by the lighting of the ceremonial lamp and the
planting of tree saplings. About 50 people attended the event, comprising of forest department
staff, press, Ganga task force, local communities and school children. Professor Dr. Ranjit Kumar
Singh gave the introductory speech and elaborated on the six objectives to be fulfilled by WII
under NMCG and the role of the Forest Department.

Lighting of the lamp by

e

dignitaries at the inauguration
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Professor Dr. Ranjit Kumar Singh,
Sahibganj University delivering
special speech during the
inaugural ceremony

Dr. J.A. Johnson (Scientist- D, WII) spoke about the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre
and its role and the ecology of the Ganges. Shri K.K. Tiwari (D.F.O, Sahibganj) spoke about the
support from the forest department and the cooperation with WII for achieving success in this
initiative. He also expressed his happiness and support for having the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge
Management Centre in Sahibganj. Shri Anant Kumar Ojha (MLA, Sahibganj) talked about the
importance of bringing back Ganga to its original splendour, its aesthetic value, spiritual glamouir,
and its biodiversity protection. He also added that the Central Government and the State
Government are committed to the NMCG.




Commemorative photo with all the guests and participants

Dr. Parth Talukdar and Dr. Pratik Hazara (Scientists, Calcutta University) included an interesting
angle of studying fossils in this ecologically and evolutionarily significant site. The programme
ended with the vote of thanks by Mr. Shaldavya Kuruganti (Researcher, WII) followed by some
refreshments in the light drizzle on the banks of Ganga with a hazy cloud setting. The event was
successful and insightful with discussions held with all the guests and participants who attended
the inaugural event.
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM UTTARAKHAND FOREST DEPARTMENT
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MOU- NPCIL, NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH

EMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is entered into BETWEEN
Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL), a Company incorporated
under the Indian Companies Act, 2013 having its registered office at 16th Floor,
Centre -~ |, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai - 400005 and the
Corporate Office at Nabhikya Urja Bhavan, Anushaktinagar, Mumbai - 400094,
hereinafter referved to as NPCIL which expression shall means and includes its
successors and permitted assigns of the FIRST PART.

AND

The Wildlife Institute of India was set up by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India under the act of
Parliament in 1982 (hereafter refesred to as WII or the SECOND PARTY)
which expression shall, unless excluded by or repugnant to the context, be
deemed to include its successor, administrators, legal heirs, permitted assigns of
SECOND PARTY.

WHEREAS:

NPCIL is a Public Sector Enterprise under the administrative control of the
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Government of India. NPCIL was
incorporated on 17th September 1987 as a Public Limited Company under the
Indian Companies Act, 2013, with the objectives of operating Atomic Power
Plants and implementing atomic Power Projects for the gencration of electricity,
in pursuance of the schemes and programmes of Government of India under the
Atomic Energy Act, 1962,

NPCIL is responsible for design, construction, operation and maintenance of
NPPs in India, With its excellent record of operation of Nuclear Power Planis
safety in operation is given utmost priority. “Safety first and production next™ is
the motto of NPCIL.. Dissemination of accurate and authentic information on
nuclear power is one of the main objectives of NPCIL. On this aspect, NPCIL
conducts various public awareness programmes throughout the country for
enhancing and improving the public perceptions on Nuclear Power in the
country and to disseminate scientific and authentic information.
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And

The WII has emerged as an eminent centre for training and rescarch in the field
of wildlife conservation in South Asia and South East Asia. The Institute was
granted autonomous status in 1986. At the apex of the WII governance is the
Sociely, chaired by the Minister of MoEF&CC. The executive arm of the
Institute is the Governing Body chaired by the Secretary, MoEF&CC. The
mission of the Institute is “To nurture the development of wildlife science and
promole its application in conservation, in consonance with the cultural and
socio-cconomic milicu”. The mandate of the Institute is to build capacity
through training, education and research in the field of wildlife conservation,
and provide technical and advisory services to the Central / State Governments /
PSU. Since its inception, the WII has been actively engaged in undertaking
research on different facets of wildlife science across the country and has
generated scientific database on wildlife science. The Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India
and the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has identified the Wil as a
knowledge partner and has initialed the project titled “Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation™ in collaboration with WII to restore the
dwindling aquatic wildlife of Ganga River. This project aims to preparc a
science-based aquatic species restoration plan for Ganga River by involving
multiple stakcholders. Under this programme the WII will take up
programs/activities related to aquatic wildlife and river conscrvation in sites
along the Ganga River. One of the sites is identified as NAPS, Uttar Pradesh
which is the area of interest.

Objective of MoU:

This memorandum of understanding (MOU) is signed between the Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehra Dun and Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited
(NPCIL), Mumbai for making collective efforts for enhancing the capacity of
the NPCIL in biodiversity conservation through its Environment Stewardship
Programe (ESP) programme and support the WII in its mission particularly in
the project “Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation”. The main
objective of this MoU is to strengthen the capacity of NPCIL for biodiversity
conservation under the ESP programmes and fulfill the mandates of the WII for
biodiversity conservation. The objectives will be governed under training,
research and advisory services which arc elaborated below:

Training: The WII will conduct trainings for a select group of members
of the NPCIL and other stakeholders on various aspects of biodiversity
conservation al the Knowledge Centers. The theme, duration, and target
audience of trainings will be decided mutually between NPCIL and WL
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The venue for trainings could be a centralized location and the number of
trainings will be decided as per requirements.

Research: For the conservation of biodiversity in and around the NPCIL
sites the WII will provide expert and technical assistance to NPCIL. WII
representatives will do the research and volunteers from Nature Club will
join them during the period of rescarch, as required.

Advisory Services: The WII will provide advisory services to NPCIL for
enhancement of existing infrastructure, latest necessary equipments, lools
and techniques for conservation of biodiversity in and around NPCIL
sites, The WIT will also provide expert advisory services for preparation
of reports, articles, features, and books cte., on environment related issues
created as mutually agreed upon.

Establishment_of Knowledge Centers: The NPCIL will establish
biodiversity Knowledge Centers at its suitable locations with technical

support from the WII.

Role, rights and obligations of NPCIL and WII:

This MoU shall form the overarching framework for conscrvation projects
launched jointly by NPCIL and WII. The NPCIL sites / projects will make
nccessary amangements  for, purchase, installation, construction and
maintenance of equipment’s / infrastructure, required for conservation activities.
Necessary permissions and consents required for the project will be obtained by
NPCIL sites / projects. NPCIL sites / projects will fulfill all logistic
requirements of the WII team and will provide other necessary support during
their visits and field studies like:

e NPCIL sites / projects will provide Economy Class Air Ticket from WII
to the nearest Airport / AC II train ticket from WII to nearest station.

e NPCIL sites / projects will provide Transport services to-and-fro from the
nearest airport / railway station and during each leg of the survey /
research / training to the visiting experts of WII or any other agency WII
co-opts with the consent of NPCIL.

e NPCIL sites / projects will provide free lodging and boarding at the
guesthouses, (o the visiting experts of WII, or any other agency WII co-
opts with the prior consent of NPCIL.

e NPCIL sites / projects will provide assistance as deemed necessary, at
NPCIL stations / projects, towards fulfillment of the objectives of the

=1, AR, WyR/Or. V.8. Mathu
At T ) NALING :}‘u\b ’
B2 (02wt Dieocsat (Human WA TR e
SRAH I ey T e Supre ot ide LW s oM
WTE AT - 7GR A oot of ina Emeprce SworyDehradun




o Respective site / station / project of NPCIL will depute the members of
ESP / naturc club during the surveys / trainings / rescarch to assist the
project.

o NPCIL sites / projects will provide assistance as deemed necessary, at
NPCIL stations / projects, towards fulfillment of the objectives of this
Mol.

e The WII will provide all technical and intellectual support and assist
NPCIL in establishing and upgrading of the proposed Knowledge Centers
where applicable. The Knowledge Centers will be for scientific and
educational purposes and will organize events for ESP members,
stakeholders and communitics.

e NPCIL will not pay for the services of WIL

o The relationship between WII and NPCIL shall be of independent nature.
This MoU does not create any agency, company, partnership, joint
venture or any other business relationship between WII and NPCIL.

o In no event shall any party be liable to any other for any damages without
limitation including, direct, speculative, indirect, incidental, special or
conscquential damages with respect to this MoU.

o No modification, alteration or insertion shall be made to this MoU unless
agreed in writing by both WII and NPCIL.

e The NPCIL and the W1I both will attempt to complete several projects on
as and when required basis during the MoU contract period. In case of
any disagreement, NPCIL and WIT will try to resolve & settle the issucs
mutually.

e Necessary permissions for site visit, equipments ctc., for the WII and co-
opted team will be taken by respective sites / projects of NPCIL for
survey / study / rescarch.

o WII members or any other agency members WII co-opts shall follow the
rules and regulations of NPCIL including safety and security aspects, as
intimated time to time.

o NPCIL will not be responsible for the loss / damage / any abnormality
found during the execution of the work. If any mishaps happen during the
execution of work by Wil at NPCIL premises, NPCIL will not be
responsible.

o This MoU shall be interpreted and construed in accordance with Indian
Laws.

e The MoU is initially for three years reckoned from the date of signing.

WA TER R A Goa of inda Enterpose
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Support for the W1I project Ganga Rejuvenation:

e The Narora Atomic Power Station (NAPS) under NPCIL, will actively
collaborate with WII for conducting rescarch and conservation in the
vicinity of NAPS site under our ESP. One such project “Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” at NAPS has been initiated by
WII under the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG).

When required, the NAPS will make necessary arrangements for,
purchase, installation, construction and maintenance of equipment’s /
infrastructures, required for up gradation of the turtle conservation center
in consultation with WIL

The NAPS will provide adequate space for the establishment of
Knowledge Centre.

Respective site / station / project of NPCIL will depute the members of
ESP / naturc club during the surveys / trainings / research to assist the
project.

e For this project related work the visiting experts of WII or any other
agency WIl co-opts with the consent of NAPS, will make their
arrangements to reach NAPS. NAPS will provide free local transport,
lodging and boarding at the guesthouses of NAPS, to the visiting experts
of WII, or any other agency W1l co-opts with the prior consent of NAPS.
Similar projects could be executed at other Nuclear Power Plant sites
based on mutual consent of Wil and NPCIL.

WII and NAPS will identify focal points in their respective organizations
for smooth functioning of work.

Validity and Termination:

e Three years from the date of signing of the MoU and extendable after
mutual consent

e [nitial MoU Period: 2016-2019.

e Either of this party to this Mou shall be free to terminate this Mol bascd
on mutual discussions by giving a months’ notice in writing to other.
However, the pending issues shall have to be settled in accordance with
this MoU.

Resolution and Settlement of Disputes:

o The parties shall use their best efforts to settle amicably all disputes
arising out of or in connection with this MoU or its interpretation of any
of the terms and conditions or part of the terms and conditions of the

/‘
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MoU by mutual negations / discussions. failing which the same shall be
settled through Permanent Mechanism of Arbitration as laid down by the
Department of Public Enterprises.

e Either party without prior consent of the other party can't assign this
MoU to the third party.

e The Mol shall be made in duplicate one copy for each party.

« Modification / alternation or insertion of the clauses shall be made to this
MoU with consent of both the parties. Any matter not covered by this
MoU shall be mutually settled by the parties.

IN WITNESS WHERE OF, THE PARTIES HERETO SET THEIR
RESPECTIVE HANDS ON THIS JULY UF,2016.

For WII For NPCIL
wy/ UMW b
Signature: Signature: o ;y\ﬂ\&'
Name: VINAD Gt/ 0l ool T IS MY
=1, R, MER/Or. V.8, Mathur O W e, ¢ e P Cogabon of bk UL
frawmn/Director WA W i TN | A God of Inde Enlerpase
wredira gy weens e wwg s, e, HaE-00 04,
WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF INDIA Viown Sarabtei Bhavan, Anshel Nagir. Varidei-400 O,
WITNESS
In the presence of In the presence of

1. Siguture:«qulﬁ&b/‘ 1. Signature: WQQ QMM

Name: (.{ A u“u&;ﬂim) Name: (&V— 2. SC&H’&L)

2. Signature: M. 2. Signature: ?M)ﬂb

: ] \
Name.[Q | BADO m‘) Name: o 4\45




LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM BIHAR FOREST DEPARTMENT

. 2
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De. DOKShukia ) s Gowt. of Bihar
Principal Chief Corservator of Forestsi HoFF), Bibas Environment & Forest Department
Office of the Principal Chief Consorvator

of Forests, Bihar

No- 32Y  Dated- 32— 6-\b

Dr. V. B. Mathur,

Director,

Wildlife Institute of India.

Post Box No.-1 8. Chandrabani,
Dehradun- 248001

Sub.:  Project "Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation™, under National
Mission for Clean Ganga, Government of Tndia - reg.

Kind reference is invited to your letter no~-WIVSAH-NMCG2015 dated 27.05.2016 on
the subject.

We are happy that W1I is undertaking the captioned project under National Mission for

DIARY NG J{;?S_'
-

L
DATE

el &

Clean Ganga. We assure support and active participation of Department of Environment und

)FFIC

Forests, Govt. of Bibar in implementation of the project

)2 4.

For the establishment of Biodiversity Knowledge Centre along with fucilities for rescue

<
-

and rehabilitation of aquatic wildlife and water birds, it is proposed to have two such centres in

Bihar - onc a1 Pamna and another a1 Bhagalpur, given the relative biodiversity richness of' the
Gonga streteh in Bihar, We have a rescue centre for Adjutant Stork at Bhagalpur which can be
augmented for other aquatic species. In the Eco-park at Patng which is a prominent public
W’"n) u suitable parcel would be apportioned for establishment of Knowledge Centre for

Aquatic Biodiversity along with rescue and rehabilitation facilities.

The Chiet Wildlite Warden, Bihar will take the necessary follow-up action upon further

communication from vour end
Yours faithfully

(D). KeShukia) 1—,‘/

s e, afien f2 (afe O sl |l wae) wEE-aoc0e, B 0612-2220125
Aranya Bhawan, Riding Road (Pir All khan path), Patna-800014, Ph: 0612-2220125
E-mall ; pecfbihar@gmail.com
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM JHARKHAND FOREST DEPARTMENT

)

WARDEN, JHARKHAND, RANCHI - 834002
Ph.  : 0651-2481744 (Off.)

P PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF
. m«ke/i Kumar FORESTS, WILDLIFE & CHIEF WILDLIFE
. LES.
Fvg wesTy

To,
Sub:
Ref.:
Sir,

w

3 Y N0

;2: \': P

S| —| AW

19| \\.

}3'; e]

Al ¢ ?‘

Fax :0651-2482011 (Off)
Mob. : 09431140725
E-mail : pecfwljharkhand@gmail.com

EetterNO. f . oaii i

Dr. V. B. Mathur

Director,
Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun - 248001

Project "Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation", under National

Mission for Clean Ganga, Government of India - reg.

Your letter no. — WII/SAH-NMCG/2015 dated — May 25, 2016.

With regard to the above mentioned subject & reference | assure you our

hole- hearted suppeort in achieving the said mission. As per our talk | would suggest
u to organise a meeting on the said subject in Delhi in between 14 to 16 June 2016

0
Fr any suitable date at your convenience in which all the Chief Wildlife Wardens of

[ | a }he concerned states may be requested to be present.

[
k\g NL"

Thanking you,

MW

Yours faithfully,

x*

@f Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife &
/(X Jo Chief Wildlife Warden, Jharkhand, Ranchi

) A
39y
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM WEST BENGAL FOREST DEPARTMENT

3]

< 4

- ﬂ,..

Gowvt. of West Bengal
Directorate of Forests
Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests. Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal
Bikash Bhavan, North Block, Third Floor, Saltlake City, Kolkata-700 021
Tel No.2334-6900/2358-3208, Fax.91-033-23345946 Mobile: 9830175188

Waebsite - www wildbengal.com , e-mail<wbwildlife@gmail corms

No.. 2687/WL/2M-162/2015 Dated: 27.05 2018
To

Dr. V 8 Mathur,

Director,

Wildlife Institute of India

Post Box No. 18, Chandrabani,
Dehradun - 248 001,
Uttarakhand

Sub: Project “Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation’, under National
Mission for Clean Ganga, Govt of India - reg

Ref Your memo No. WISAH-NMCG/2015, dated 25.05.2016

Sir

With referance to the communication quoted above, it is really heartening that a project
‘Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation™ has been taken up by Wildiife Institute of
India to restore the dwindling aquatic wildlife of Ganga river, We assure you all our support in
implementation of the project.

Thanking you,

Yours sincer
(Pradeep Vlyas)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal

No.. 2688/ WL/2M-162/2015 Dated: 27.05 2016

Copy forwarded for information to the Principal Chief Consarvator of Forests & Head of

Forest Force, West Bengal
v L= :
wc-f——-—"f
(Pr-;c;eep Vyas)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildife
& Chief Wildiife Warden, West Bengal

E'PCCF, WL & CWLW, WB, 201, bivas 0oc
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BROCHURES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 7 (a) HINDI BROCHURE
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ANNEXURE 7 (b) ENGLISH BROCHURE

BROCHURES PREPARED BY WII
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ANNEXURE 8 SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

ANNEXURE 8 (a) HARIDWAR, UTTARAKHAND
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ANNEXURE 8 SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

ANNEXURE 8 (b) NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH
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ANNEXURE 8 SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

ANNEXURE 8 (¢) SARNATH, UTTAR PRADESH
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ANNEXURE 8 SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

ANNEXURE 8 (d) BHAGALPUR, BIHAR
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ANNEXURE 8 SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

ANNEXURE 8 (¢) SAHIBGANJ, JHARKHAND
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (a) GHARIAL (Gavialis gangeticus)

Wildlife Institute of India




POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (b) GOLDEN MAHSEER (7or putitora)

mMes eI (Tor putltora)
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (¢) GANGETIC DOLPHIN (Platanista gangetica gangetica)
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (d) OTTER (Lutrogale perspicillata)
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (e) TURTLE (Batagur kachuga)

Batagur kachuga
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (f) RESIDENT AND MIGRATORY GANGETIC WATER BIRDS
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (g) BLACK NECKED STORK (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus)

The Gglant Stork...

Black-necked Stork
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (h) MUGGER (Crocodylus palustris)
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ANNEXURE 9 (i) Saltwater C

(UCN:
(WPA: Scnt
CITES: Appendix

Least Concerw

©WildscreenArkive

The conservation of saltwater
dile populations is
ighly dependent on
management practices that
allow crocodiles and human
to co-exist, along with public
awareness and education
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POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC
SPECIES

rocodile (Crocodylus porosus)

Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus)

Major Threats to the

species include

» Habitat loss

» Illegal hunting for
meat and skin

» Negative attitude of
humans due to its
infamous reputation

J

s*Largest of all crocodilians, and the
Largest reptile tn the world.

“Has a relatively large head, with a pair
of ridges that run from the eye along the
centre of the snout.

it is a powerful and opportunistic
predator, feeding on a wide variety of
prey

SFound in brackish water around coastal
areas and rivers, often amongst
mangrove forest, as well as occurring
further out to sea, and also oceurs in
freshwater vivers, Lakes, swamps and
marshes.

The saltwater crocodile is extremely rare
ow the Indian subcontinent. A Large
population is present within the
Bhitarkanika wildlife Sanctuary of
odisha and in smaller nunbers

throughout the Sundarban.
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ANNEXURE 10 SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE
CENTRES

ANNEXURE 10 (a) GANGA AQUALIFE CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE
DEHRADUN, UTTARAKHAND
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ANNEXURE 10 SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE
CENTRES

ANNEXURE 10 (b) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE
NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH
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SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE

CENTRES

ANNEXURE 10 (¢) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE
SARNATH, UTTAR PRADESH
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ANNEXURE 10 SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE
CENTRES

ANNEXURE 10 (d) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE
BHAGALPUR, BIHAR
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ANNEXURE 10 SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE
CENTRES

ANNEXURE 10 (¢) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE
SAHIBGANJ, JHARKHAND
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ANNEXURE 11 (a) BIODIVERSITY OF GANGA
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STANDEES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 11 (b) DOLPHIN

“Tiger of the Ganga”
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STANDEES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 11 (¢) TURTLES
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STANDEES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 11 (d) BREEDING WATER BIRDS
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STANDEES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 11 (¢) WII-NMCG- YR gasitd SR - MY TS T e
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PROGRAMME SCHEDULE - PROJECT LAUNCH AT HARIDWAR ON 7t JULY 2016
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WII TEAM (THEME COORDINATORS & SITE COORDINATORS OF THE PROJECT)

Theme Coordinators:

COMPONENT COORDINATING CO- SUPPORTING FACULTY
FACULTY COORDINATING
FACULTY
1.Establishment of Dr. S.A. Hussain Dr. Ruchi Badola  Dr. Gautam Talukdar (IT & GIS)
Ganga Aqualife
Conservation
Monitoring Centre
2.Planning Aquatic Dr. J.A. Johnson Dr.S.A. Hussain ~ Dr. V.P. Uniyal (Invertebrate)
Species Restoration for Dr. J.A. Johnson (Fish)
Ganga River Dr. Gopi G.V. (Birds &
Mammals)
Dr. Suresh Kumar (Herpetology)
Dr. Anju Baroth (Toxicology)
Dr. Sandeep Gupta (Genetics)
Dr. Gautam Talukdar (IT & GIS)
Dr. B.S. Adhikari (Flora)
3.Capacity Building of Dr. AK. Bhardwaj  Dr. Ruchi Badola Dr. Abhijit Das (Aquatic Species)
Forest Department and Dr. S.A. Hussain (Wetland)
other Stakeholders Dr. Ruchi Badola
(Ecodevelopment)
Dr. Bitapi Sinha (Conservation

Education)
4.Establishment of Dr. Suresh Kumar Dr. Abhijit Das Dr. S.A. Hussain
Rescue and Shri P.C. Tyagi
Rehabilitation Centres Dr. Abhijit Das

Dr. Ramesh C.

Dr. S.K. Gupta
5.Community Based Dr. Ruchi Badola Dr. A.K. Bhardwaj Shri Ajay Srivastav
Conservation Dr. Anju Baroth
Programmes for Species
Restoration in Ganga
River
6.Nature Interpretation Dr. Bitapi Sinha Dr. Gopi G.V Dr. Abhijit Das

{ and Education for Dr. Ramesh C.

Biodiversity
| Conservation of Ganga




Site Coordinators:

SITE SITE COORDINATORS

Dr. Gautam Talukdar
Dr. Ruchi Badola

Dr. Bitapi C Sinha
Dr. J.A. Johnson

Bhagalpur

Sahibganj

WII Team for launch of the Namami Gange programme at various sites

Coordinator Accompanying faculty and Contact
Researchers

Varanasi

Bhagalpur

Sahinganj

Dr. V.B. Mathur

Dr. Gautam Talukdar

Sh. P.C. Tyagi

Dr. V.P. Uniyal

Dr. Anthony Jhonson

Dr. Ruchi Badola,

vbm@wii.gov.in

Dr. Shivani Barthwal, 94120524648
Dr. Pranab Pal ruchi@wii.gov.in
Ms. Upma Manral, 9412055986

Ms. Amanat K Gill,

Ms. Aditi Dev

Dr. Pariva Dobriyal,
Ms. Michelle Irengbam

Dr. Suresh Kumar,
Sh. Naren Mohan

Sh. Surya Sharma

Sh. Shaldaya Kuruganti

gautam@wii.gov.in
9456178697
pariva@wii.gov.in
9756773361
pctyagi@wii.gov.in
9411752658
8650093456
suresh@wii.gov.in
9359433837
uniyalvp@gmail.co
m

9412992869
jaj@wii.gov.in
9410992211
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Wildlife Institute of India

Chandrabani, Dehradun- 248001

Ph: 0135-2640910, Email: dwii@wii.gov.in

Facebook Page:

Website: http://wii.gov.in/nmcg/programmes




