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The Ganga Action Plan (GAP) was launched in 1986 with the main focus on improving the river

conservation programme that included pollution abatement, improvement of water quality,

treatment of domestic sewage and restriction of toxic and industrial chemical wastes from being

discharged into the river. In 2009, the Government of India (G.O.I) established the National Ganga

River Basin Authority (NGRBA) with the primary objective of effectively planning and managing all

the activities pertaining to cleaning of the Ganga River as well as maintaining its biodiversity.

Understanding the significance of river management and the critical role of aquatic ecosystems it

aimed at a comprehensive and holistic approach, involving all the sectors of the society.

To increase the momentum of cleaning of the Ganga River, Ministry of environment, Forests and

Climate Change (MoEFCC) formed the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in 2011 for

strengthening the implementation of the objectives of NBGRA across all the states where the

Ganga River and its tributaries flow. Later NMCG and NGBRA were allocated to the Ministry of

Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (MoWR, RD & GR). The Namami

Gange programme has been launched with the primary objective of rejuvenating the Ganga River.

Due to the ecological and social significance of the Ganga River, it is pertinent that clear cut actions

are taken for its protection against further degradation.

Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun, will play an integral role by acting as the technical and

scientific knowledge partner to the NMCG in order to strengthen the initiative and achieve the

main goal of biodiversity conservation and Ganga rejuvenation. WII will develop a science based

aquatic species restoration plan for Ganga River by involving multiple stakeholders; engage in

capacity development of the Forest Department and other stakeholders; establish the ‘rescue and

rehabilitation centres’ for the endangered fauna of the Ganga, at select sites, by developing human

resources and infrastructure, with support from the Forest and Veterinary departments. The aim is

also to elicit the participation of local communities in NMCG initiatives by providing platforms

through the Panchayati Raj System and capacity development. Developing and implementing

conservation education program for the river side communities of the Ganga River is also one of

the objectives for the WII to carry out.
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The various projects under the Namami Gange programme were successfully launched on 7th July,

2016 by Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri

Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, GoI and in

special presence of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water Resources, River

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism

and Culture, GoI and other dignitaries. More than 231 projects were launched along the banks of the

Ganga at 100 locations. Namami Gange intends to invest in all aspects of cleaning Ganga River i.e.

beautification of ghats, setting up of sewage treatment plants, managing industrial discharge, water

quality management, afforestation programmes, conserving the ecologically important species that

are dependent on the Ganga River for their survival, setting up of Ganga Knowledge and

Interpretation Centres for awareness generation and knowledge dissemination in order to fulfil the

primary objective of Ganga rejuvenation.

This report provides the information on the launch of the Ganga Aqualife Conservation and

Monitoring Centre (Dehradun) and Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centres (Narora,

Sarnath, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj). These centres were officially launched on 7th July, 2016, in

Haridwar as well as Narora, Sarnath, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj, by the Wildlife Institute of India in

collaboration with the Forest department officials of their respective states (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Jharkhand and NPCIL in Uttar Pradesh). The launch event was attended by people from all the sectors

of the society like students and teachers from local school, professors from universities, scientists and

research scholars from institutions working in the field of environment and wildlife conservation,

officers from the Territorial Army, representatives from local Non- Governmental Organizations

(NGOs) and local communities; showing their willingness, support and commitment to this extremely

important initiative.
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The Government of India established the NGRBA with a view to address the issue of Ganga at the

basin level so as to maintain its water quality, ecological flows, biodiversity and sustained

ecosystem services. The Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga

Rejuvenation, NGRBA has initiated NMCG with a comprehensive approach to address the

challenges faced by Ganga River via four different sectors, namely, waste water management, solid

waste management, industrial pollution and river front development. It has developed a

comprehensive strategy to restore the biodiversity value of the Ganga River. The proximate goal is

to ensure that, by 2020, a significant reduction of threats to the biodiversity populations of Ganga

River, either currently endangered or likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future, is

achieved.

The project “Biodiversity conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” forms the integral part of this

conservation strategy. This project proposal aims to develop a science based aquatic species

restoration plan for Ganga River by involving multiple stakeholders. Following conservation actions

have been proposed: (a) Create a coordinating institution - Ganga Aqualife Conservation

Monitoring Centre (GACMC) at WII, Dehra Dun, for science based conservation planning and

dissemination of information; (b) Prepare a biodiversity profile of Ganga River and develop pilot

species restoration plans for select stretches and species; (c) Develop capacity of Forest

Department and other stakeholders of the Ganga River States for regular monitoring of identified

species of conservation significance (River dolphin, Crocodiles, Otter and Waterbirds); (d) Assist

NMCG in establishing the rescue and rehabilitation centres for endangered fauna of the Ganga, at

select sites, by developing human resources and infrastructure with support from the Forest and

Veterinary departments; (e) Develop and implement strategies to involve the stakeholders,

particularly, the river side communities for species restoration; and (f) Educate people through

conservation awareness programs relating to the aquatic biodiversity of Ganga River.

The national launch of the projects under Namami Gange programme was held at Haridwar,

Uttarakhand, on 7th July 2016, in a mega event at the Rishikul grounds. The projects under

Namami Gange programme were launched by Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of

Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport,

Introduction
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Highways and Shipping of India, GoI and in special presence of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable

Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, Shri

Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Culture, GoI and other dignitaries.

Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga

Rejuvenation, GoI, unveiled the foundation stone stating the inauguration of 43 projects

undertaken in Uttarakhand on various aspects of Ganga River under the Namami Gange

program.

WII is among the institutions that are a part of the Namami Gange programme and is

responsible for establishing Ganga Knowledge Management Centres at select sites. As a part

of the national launch of the Namami Gange Programme, WII was directed by Dr. Rajat

Bhargava, Joint Secretary and Mission Director, NMCG, to hold the launch programme at the

selected sites, viz., Haridwar (Dehradun), Narora, Varanasi, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj Vide

Letter No. B-02/2015-16/1259/NMCG-WII proposal dated 1st July 2016.

Extensive preparation was carried out by WII prior to this launch. Compilation of literature on

the Ganga River system and its biodiversity, webpage content compilation and design, and

preparation of banners, posters, brochure and other display materials were done. All the

selected sites were visited by WII scientists along with researchers to identify appropriate

infrastructural improvement for the establishment of Ganga Knowledge Management Centres.

These sites were selected keeping in mind the connectivity and accessibility by road as well as

the distance from the river. Relevant stakeholders were identified and involved in the initial

planning process. For the project, the institute has already invested in LFD screens and SHARP

software to generate awareness and disseminate information on the various components of

the project undertaken and Ganga’s aquatic biodiversity.

The launch program was held on 7th July 2016 at all the five sites simultaneously. The details of

the nodal officer, along with the names of the researchers, in charge of the launch programme

at each site has been appended in Annexure 13. The minute to minute detailed report of each

site is provided in the following pages.
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Haridwar



Namami Gange programme is an initiative taken up by the Ministry of Water Resources, River

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, for cleaning the holy river Ganga and ensuring its

unfettered flow as well as conserving and protecting its aquatic biodiversity. In 2015, the Central

Government had allotted a sum of INR 20,000 crore for cleaning the Ganga River in five years.

The projects under Namami Gange were formally launched in Haridwar on 7th July 2016, at 11:00

am, in a mega event at the Rishikul grounds. The launch of the projects took place by Shri Harish

Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri Nitin Gadkari,

Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, GoI and in special presence

of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and

Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Culture, GoI

and other dignitaries. More than 231 projects along the banks of Ganga were launched at 100

locations under the Namami Gange programme to clean and protect the 2,500 km long river. 1,000

projects have been lined up in different states including Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Jharkhand and West Bengal under NMCG. The launch event at Haridwar was coordinated by

WAPCOS Limited, an accredited Public Sector Enterprise under the aegis of the Union Ministry of

Water Resource, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI. A team from WII, Dehradun (Dr.

V.B. Mathur- Director, WII; Dr. Ruchi Badola- Scientist-G, WII; Dr. Pranab Pal- FTO and Research

Scholars- Dr. Shivani Barthwal, Ms. Upma Manral, Ms. Amanat K Gill and Ms. Aditi Dev) were present

at the event.

Launch of the Project
Project Namami Gange Launch in Rishikul Maidan, Haridwar 
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Launch of projects under Namami Gange programme by Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of

Uttarakhand, in the chairmanship of Shri Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways

and Shipping of India, GoI and in special presence of Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water

Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of

Tourism and Culture, GoI and other dignitaries by lighting the lamp

The programme started by the lighting of the lamp by all the honourable ministers and

dignitaries followed by a welcome song performance by students from the Faculty of

Music and Fine Arts, University of Delhi.

Welcome Song performed by students of Faculty of 

Music and Fine Arts, University of Delhi at the launch 

of the projects under Namami Gange 
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Dr. Rajat Bhargava, Joint Secretary and Mission Director, NMCG, welcomed the honourable

guests and stated the tasks under the Namami Gange programme, supported by the video

made by NMCG providing a glimpse of the projects.

Release of Namami Gange Anthem

The ‘Namami Gange Anthem’ composed and sung by Trichur Brothers and the video directed

by Ms. Deepika Chandrasekharan to promote the Clean Ganga campaign was released at the

launch by the honourable dignitaries. The anthem is part of a massive publicity campaign to

spread awareness about the government’s initiative. The Trichur brothers and Ms. Deepika

Chandrasekharan were felicitated for their contribution.

Namami Gange Anthem video clippings directed by Ms. Deepika Chandrasekharan who are being 

felicitated for composing the Namami Gange Anthem

Trichur Brothers, Music composers of 

Namami Gange Anthem
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Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal, MP Haridwar and Former Chief Minister Uttarakhand, then delivered a

speech, wherein he talked about initiatives undertaken by the Government of Uttarakhand

under his leadership, in 2010, to clean the Ganga, the ‘Sparsh Ganga Campaign’.

Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Culture, GoI, spoke about the

significance of the Clean Ganga Mission taken up by the Government of India in his speech.

Dr. Ramesh Pokhariyal, MP Haridwar and Ex 

Chief Minister Uttarakhand addressing the 

dignitaries and talking about ‘Sparsh Ganga’ 
Initiative in 2010

Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Honorable Minister of 

Tourism and Culture, GoI, addressing the 

people about Clean Ganga Mission

Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River development and Ganga

Rejuvenation, GoI, addressed the gathering by asserting that Namami Gange programme

will be very successful, adding that the first impact of this ambitious programme would be

seen by October this year. She said that the river is getting polluted
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due to waste water from industries and sewerage of cities. She asserted that "Ganga is

perhaps the only subject on which there is complete unanimity in the whole country”. She

further added "We are not doing any obligation to Mother Ganga, rather this is an atonement

for the sins we have committed by polluting her." She informed that the Centre is mulling

passage of a legislation called the Ganga Act in Parliament for the success of the Namami

Gange programme.

Lauding Sushri Uma Bharti's efforts, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and

Shipping of India, GoI, Shri Nitin Gadkari said that steps should also be taken for the

"marketing" of Ganga. "If Germany can sell water of its rivers in distant lands, why can

Ganga’s water not be made available to people in India and abroad for drinking or other

purposes," he said.

Sushri Uma Bharti, Shri Nitin Gadkari, Shri Harish Rawat addressing the audience about Namami 

Gange programme during the launch

Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Shri Harish Rawat spoke about the current

initiatives taken by the state to clean Ganga River and the future possibilities in this

regard. He also talked about the possibility of setting up waterways between the states of

Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.
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Launch of the Book- Ghats on Ganga River, Uttarakhand prepared by WAPCOS, by all the honourable ministers

and dignitaries present at the inauguration.

After the speeches by all the honourable ministers, a book- ‘Ghats on Ganga River, Uttarakhand’
prepared by WAPCOS was released by all the dignitaries.

Role of Wildlife Institute of India

Forming an integral part of NMCG, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, will provide the research

and technical assistance for fulfilling the following objectives pertaining to the biodiversity

conservation of Ganga River, under ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation’:-
Establishment of Ganga Aqualife Conservation Monitoring Centre (GACMC) Planning and

Implementing Aquatic Species Restoration for Ganga River Capacity Building of Forest

Department and other Stakeholders Establishment of Rescue and Rehabilitation Centres

Community Based Conservation Programmes for Species Restoration in Ganga River Nature

Interpretation and Education for Biodiversity Conservation of Ganga River Posters, brochures,

panels and standees were designed by the team at WII depicting the significance of Ganga River

for the survival and sustenance of its diverse aquatic biodiversity like Gangetic Dolphin (Platanista

gangetica gangetica), Black Necked Stork (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus), Gharial (Gavialis

gangeticus), Smooth Coated Otter (Lutrogale perspicillata), many waterbirds and others that it

supports.
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Posters of various species that are found and are dependent on Ganga River prepared by Wildlife

Institute of India, Dehradun showcased at the launch of Namami Gange programme

The brochure, both in Hindi and English, on the ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga

Rejuvenation’ project undertaken by WII, illustrating its six components, was released by Shri

Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, GoI,

Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Union Minister of Water Resources, River Development and

Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, GoI

Shri Mahesh Sharma, Minister of Tourism and Culture, GoI, and other dignitaries present at

the launch of the projects under Namami Gange Programme.

Launch of brochures designed by Wildlife 

Institute of India at the inauguration of 

the projects under Namami Gange 

Programme

Ganga Aqualife Conservation Monitoring Centre in Dehradun, Uttarakhand and Ganga

Aqualife Knowledge Management Centres in Narora and Sarnath (Uttar Pradesh), Bhagalpur

(Bihar) and Sahibganj (Jharkhand) are being set up by WII as the knowledge and
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management centres on the conservation and protection of Ganga’s aquatic biodiversity. The

Centres were formally inaugurated by Shri Nitin Gadkari and Shri Harish Rawat in the

presence of Sushri Uma Bharti and Dr Mahesh Sharma at the launch event.

A video on the biodiversity that Ganga River supports and the local communities that are

dependent on it as well as the components that will be carried out by WII, prepared by WII,

was showcased during the project launch.
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Panels displaying the Ganga Aqualife Conservation Monitoring Centre, WII and Ganga Aqualife 

Knowledge Management Centre, Narora, Sarnath, Bhagalpur and Sahibganj



Unveiling of Foundation stone by Sushri Uma Bharti

Sushri Uma Bharti, in the presence of Shri Nitin Gadkari and Shri Harish Rawat, unveiled the

foundation stone stating the launch of 43 projects in Uttarakhand, on the various aspects of

Clean Ganga River Mission under the Namami Gange programme such as construction of

sewage treatment plants, sewage pumping stations, ghats and crematoria, biodiversity centres

and knowledge centres as well as projects for creating awareness about NMCG. In all, 43

projects worth INR 250 crore were initiated for Uttarakhand; INR 200 crore was earmarked for

Bihar, INR 250 crore for Jharkhand, INR 200 crore for West Bengal, and approximately INR 600

crore for Uttar Pradesh.

Launch of Website and Mobile App on Clean Ganga Mission

The government also launched a website (http://bhuvan.nrsc.gov.in/projects/ganga/) and a

mobile app, named Bhuvan Ganga Mobile Application, for the Clean Ganga project at the launch

event in Haridwar. This is an initiative to reach as many people as possible using various kinds of

media available and increase the participation and willingness of people towards Clean Ganga

Mission.

Unveiled foundation stone representing launch of 43 

projects under Namami Gange in Uttarakhand State

12

http://bhuvan.nrsc.gov.in/projects/ganga/


Bhuvan Ganga Website launched at inauguration of Namami Gange

At the end of the programme, all the honourable ministers and dignitaries were presented

with plates commemorating the launch of the projects under Namami Gange followed by the

vote of thanks by Shri Hari Har Mishra, Director Finance, NMCG.

Shri Rajat Bhargava, Joint Secretary and 

Mission Director, NMCG felicitating 

Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister 

of Water Resources, River Development 

and Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, with a 

commemorative plate 
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Narora



INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE 

MANAGEMENT CENTRE

NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH
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The project “Biodiversity conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” being carried out by Narora

Atomic Power Station (NAPS), a unit of Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL),

with technical assistance from WII, Dehradun, forms an integral part of the NMCG

conservation initiative with its main objective to monitor the health of the Ganga.

The team from WII (Dr. Gautam Talukdar- Scientist D, and Research Scholars Dr. Pariva Dobriyal

and Ms. Michelle Irengbam) reached the Narora site in the evening of 5th July 2016. On the

morning of the 6th July 2016, discussions with members of the Environmental Stewardship

Programme of NAPS, Shri Raja Mandal (Engineer, NPCIL) and Shri P.D. Mishra (Engineer, NPCIL)

were held to decide on further course of action. After which site inspection of the Atomic

Energy Central School, Narvar Ghat and the Turtle Rearing and Breeding Facility were done by

the team from WII accompanied by Shri Raja Mandal and Shri P.D. Mishra. Meeting with

principal of the Atomic Energy Central School was held to finalize the schedule of sensitization

programme for students and drawing competition for which topic was decided as biodiversity

of Ganga River. Preparations for the launch programme were carried out in the evening.

On the morning of 7th July 2016, the WII team along with Shri Raja Mandal and Shri P.D.

Mishra visited the school and prepared for the sensitization programme and drawing

competition. The Programme started at 7.20am. After completing the programme at school,

Dr. Gautam Talukdar called Station Director of the NAPS and fixed a meeting with him. In the

presence of Shri P.D. Mishra and Shri Raja Mandal the meeting started at 11.00 am at the

residence of Station Director, NAPS. Shri Subhashish Patra (Maintenance Superintendent

Coordinator, Environment Stewardship Program, NAPS) who supposed to join the meeting

could not join as he was not well.

The meeting with the Station Director, Shri D.S. Choudhary (Station Director, NAPS), was long

and productive. He had reservations about making an official commitment about the program

in the Turtle Breeding facility. Discussions about the NMCG project continued during which Dr.

Gautam Talukdar briefed him about the project, its different components, need for logistic

support and assured him technical support. However, the Station Director advised not to use

the NPCIL logo in any of the display material until the MoU between WII and NPCIL was

signed.
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Although, later in the afternoon, the MoU was signed and faxed by Shri Sushant Kumar Jena

(NPCIL, Mumbai) to the Station Director’s Office. However, any programme could not be

organized on 7th July as it was a holiday at NAPS, Narora.

Following activities were organized at Narora for the launch of the project ‘Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation’ and sensitization of the people.

Site inspection of Atomic Energy Central School 

Site inspection of Narvar Ghat

Atomic Energy Central School Programme

The principal of the NAPS school, Shri R.S. Solanki, was informed about the programme

beforehand. The school programme started at 7:20 am during the morning assembly. The

main focus was to sensitize the students about the importance of biodiversity conservation

with emphasis on Ganga River. A short talk was given by Dr. Gautam Talukdar on Ganga and

its biodiversity followed by a power point presentation biodiversity followed by a
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power point presentation by Dr. Pariva Dobriyal about the journey of the Ganga River,

starting from Gomukh to the Bay of Bengal. This was followed by a short video clip displaying

the importance of the river and its biodiversity value. To increase awareness among the

students, a painting competition was organized under the theme ‘Aquatic life of the Ganga

River’ for students in classes VIth –Xth. About 500 students along with the teachers and other

staff of the school attended this event. Evaluation of the paintings submitted was done by

the WII team and prize winners were selected.
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Programme conducted at NAPS School

Official launch of NMCG projects in Narora at Narvar Ghat on 7th July 2016

The inauguration of the project started around 4:30 pm at Narvar Ghat. The honourable chief

guests present for the launch of the projects under Namami Gange were Dr. Bhola Singh

(Member of the Parliament), Shri Sanjay Sharma (Advisor to the Ministry of Water Resources,

Government of India), Shri D.S. Choudhary (Station Director), Dr. Sandeep Behera (NMCG),

Himanshu Mittal (District leader of BJP) and Shri Sandeep Bhaiya (Samajhwadi Party, District of

Etah, Uttar Pradesh).

The chief guests were welcomed with bouquets of flowers by the WII team after which a

welcome song was sung by the students of the local school. All the projects of Namami

Ganga, including renovation of the ghats, public facilities in the ghats, schemes for the public,
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biodiversity conservation and Ganga rejuvenation etc. were inaugurated by Dr. Bhola Singh.

This was followed by the release of the Namami Ganga song. A sapling of Ficus sp. was

planted and the foundation stone was unveiled by Dr. Bhola Singh. The WII-NMCG Brochure,

in Hindi and English, were released by the honourable chief guests and dignitaries present.

These brochures were also given to the representatives from the local and national media

outlets.

Official launch of NMCG projects at Narvar Ghat
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Official launch of NMCG projects at Narvar Ghat

Programme at Turtle Rearing and Breeding Facility, NAPS

The members of different sports club, students from nearby school and volunteers of the

Namami Gange programme were gathered at the head starting Turtle Breeding Facility. Dr.

Gautam Talukdar discussed and made the volunteers aware about the different species of

turtles and birds, and the need and importance of their conservation. This was followed by a

quiz, conducted to evaluate their level of awareness about biodiversity and its conservation.

Participants were well aware of conservation initiatives and interested to participate in the

activities of the NMCG- Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation project.

Refreshments were provided to all the participants and the programme concluded at around

7:30 pm in the evening.

Detailed meeting with the officials dealing with the Environmental Stewardship Programme

was held to discuss the modalities of the project followed by a working dinner.
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Sensitization of students and volunteers at the Turtle Rearing and Breeding Facility, NAPS

Prize distribution at Atomic Energy Central School

The prize distribution for the painting competition was held in the school assembly the

following day, 8th July 2016. On the basis of the evaluation, 5 winners were selected and a

participation gift was given to the rest of the participants.
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The inaugural event at Narora was an extremely fruitful event with insightful interactions with

many stakeholders and youth regarding the biodiversity and its conservation, and the need and

significance of the Namami Gange programme. The response of the youth was very supportive,

which provides encouragement to this initiative. In future, the mileage would be manifold with

involvement of more potential stakeholders for the successful implementation of the project.
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Sarnath



INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE 

MANAGEMENT CENTRE

SARNATH, UTTAR PRADESH
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The project “Biodiversity conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” under NMCG forms the

integral part of this conservation strategy. This project aims to develop a science- based

aquatic species restoration plan for Ganga River by involving multiple stakeholders. For

the inauguration of the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre in Sarnath,

which is one of the part of the NMCG-WII initiative under Namami Gange programme,

the WII team, comprising of Dr. R. Suresh Kumar (Scientist– D, WII) and Mr. Narendra

Mohan Katara (Research Scholar), left for Lucknow from the headquarters in Dehradun

on the morning of 5thJuly 2016 and arrived in Sarnath Turtle breeding centre on 6th July,

2016. They were later joined by Shri P.C. Tyagi (Scientist – G, WII) in Sarnath on 6th July,

2016.

Preparatory meeting on 6th July 2016

In the evening of 6th July 2016, the WII team members held a preparatory meeting with

Shri O.P. Singh (Range officer) and Shri Nishikant Sonkar (Forest guard) to decide on the

arrangement pertaining to the launch programme. The 42 inch Sharp LCD TV screen

purchased by WII under the NMCG program for interpretation activities was handed

over to the Range officer. Following which, a site inspection of the Turtle breeding

centre was made.

Entrance of Turtle Breeding Centre, 

Sarnath 
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Namami Ganga Project Launch on 7th July 2016

The NMCG programme launch was scheduled to start at 10:00 am on 7th July 2016 but due to

Eid celebrations happening on the same day the program got delayed and commenced at 11:30

am. The programme commenced with the singing of the “Saraswati Vandana” by the students

of Raj Convent and followed by the welcome of the distinguished participants. An introductory

speech on the mission and vision of the NMCG-WII initiative was given by Shri. P.C. Tyagi

(Scientist-G, WII). This was followed by speeches delivered by Shri Bhushan Kumar Pandey

representative of a local NGO named Sankat Mochan Foundation and by a teacher at Uchch

Prathamik Vidyalaya. Shri Praveen Kumar Rao, Chief Conservator of Forests, Allahabad, Shri

Ashok Dixit, Conservator of Forest, Varanasi and Shri Manoj Sonkar, Divisional Forest Officer,

Kashi, also spoke about the importance of Ganga and its biodiversity, need for its awareness,

threats and the conservation of its biodiversity. The inaugural function was attended by more

than 150 people including local public, members of local NGO, media person, school students

and forest department staff.

Narration of the mythological 

importance of Ganga and its role in 

conservation by a representative of an 

NGO

Shri P. C Tyagi (Scientist – G, WII) in his speech expressed the importance of aquatic wildlife for

the betterment of the Ganga River and explained the mission objectives of WII for NMCG.
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Namami Ganga Project Launch on 7th July 2016 The NMCG programme launch was scheduled

to start at 10:00 am on 7th July 2016 but due to Eid celebrations happening on the same day

the program got delayed and commenced at 11:30 am. The programme commenced with the

singing of the “Saraswati Vandana” by the students of Raj Convent and followed by the

welcome of the distinguished participants. An introductory speech on the mission and vision of

the NMCG-WII initiative was given by Shri. P.C. Tyagi (Scientist-G, WII). This was followed by

speeches delivered by Shri Bhushan Kumar Pandey representative of a local NGO named

Sankat Mochan Foundation and by a teacher at Uchch Prathamik Vidyalaya. Shri Praveen

Kumar Rao, Chief Conservator of Forests, Allahabad, Shri Ashok Dixit, Conservator of Forest,

Varanasi and Shri Manoj Sonkar, Divisional Forest Officer, Kashi, also spoke about the

importance of Ganga and its biodiversity, need for its awareness, threats and the conservation

of its biodiversity. The inaugural function was attended by more than 150 people including

local public, members of local NGO, media person, school students and forest department

staff.

Narration of the mythological

importance of Ganga and its role

in conservation by a representative

of an NGO

Shri P. C Tyagi (Scientist – G, WII) in his speech expressed the importance of aquatic wildlife

for the betterment of the Ganga River and explained the mission objectives of WII for

NMCG.
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Shri P.C. Tyagi (Scientist- G, WII) 

delivering the inaugural speech 

Shri Praveen Kumar Rao (Chief Conservator of Forest, Allahabad) informed the gathering about

the importance of the Clean Ganga Mission and highlighted the role of community participation

for the successful implementation of the programme. He also discussed about the activities

conducted by the Varanasi Forest Division in this regard.

Shri Praveen Kumar Rao (CCF, 

Allahbad) delivering speech at the 

inaugural of Namami Gange 

Programme in Sarnath
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Importance of the establishment of Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre at

Sarnath and its role in conservation and rejuvenation of Ganga was detailed by Shri Manoj

Kumar Sonkar (Divisional Forest Officer, Kashi).

Shri Manoj Kumar Sonkar (DFO, Kashi) 

addressing the audience at the inaugural 

event

Brochures, both in English and Hindi, prepared by the spearhead team at WII, detailing the

different activities of the NMGC - WII initiative was released by the dignitaries at the end of the

programme and the copies of the same were distributed to the programme attendees.

Release of the brochures- Biodiversity 

Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation 

prepared by Wildlife Institute of India, 

Dehradun
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Awareness about turtles and their conservation

After the NMCG programme launch, Dr. R. Suresh Kumar (Scientist– D, WII) and Mr.

Narendra Mohan Katara (Research Scholar, WII) conducted an awareness activity for

the school students who attended the event. They were taken around the turtle breeding

facility and were informed about freshwater turtles. The students were extremely

enthusiastic and asked number of questions about turtles and tortoises. They were given

a chance to touch the turtles in order to understand the difference between hard-shelled

and soft-shell turtles. Dr. R. Suresh Kumar informed the students about the decline in the

population of turtles in the Ganga due to poaching for illegal trade, and populations

being impacted due to pollution and loss of nesting beach habitat. He also told them

about the important role played by turtles in keeping the Ganga clean.
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GLIMPSES OF THE INTERACTIVE 

SESSON
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Survey of the Turtle Sanctuary and interaction with local

fishermen community

The Sarnath Turtle Sanctuary is located in the Varanasi District (25°44’58.25”N,
83°17’21.24”E of Uttar Pradesh. The protected area is a 7 km stretch of Ganga River

flowing through Varanasi city from Ramnagar Fort to Malviya Rail/Road Bridge. The

Sanctuary was declared to ensure the survival of turtles released into the Ganga River in

Varanasi. The large sandy beach, an average 500 meter in width, is a potential nesting

site for many ground nesting birds and turtles found in the Sanctuary. Facing the sandy

beach are the ghats where pilgrims offer prayers to the Ganga.

On 8th July 2016, at 7:00 am, a survey of the turtle sanctuary was conducted. No turtles

could be seen during the visit and the local fishermen informed that there were very

few turtles in the area now. Further, they stated that no nesting by turtles was recorded

in the sandy beach in recent times. A number of boats carrying pilgrims were observed,

which may be a source of disturbance to turtles. It was learnt from the local fisherman

that, in the past, turtles and dolphins were a very common sight, but now, turtles are

rarely seen and dolphins have disappeared from the Sanctuary area.

Image of the Sarnath Turtle 

Sanctuary showing the large sandy 

beach (earth.google.com)
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Interaction with local fisherman during the survey of the turtle sanctuary

Large patches of water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) was observed along the 

Varanasi ghats
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Bhagalpur



INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE 

MANAGEMENT CENTRE

BHAGALPUR, BIHAR
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With the mega launch of the projects under the Namami Gange Programme in Haridwar

on 7th July, 2016, inauguration of the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge and Management Centre

at Bhagalpur was also carried out. The inauguration was attended by the guest of honour

Shri S.K. Sinha (Conservator of Forest, Bhagalpur) Shri. S.K Sinha (Divisional Forest Officer,

Bhagalpur), Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A.K. Choudhary (Scientists from Bhagalpur

University), Subedar Subhash Chandra Bind (Commandant, Territorial Army,Kumaon

Regiment), Dr. V.P. Uniyal (Scientist- F, WII) and Mr. Surya Prasad Sharma (Research

Scholar, WII).

Launch of the Namami Gange project

The event started with the lighting of the lamp by the guest of honour Shri S.K. Singh (CF

Bhagalpur), Shri. S.K. Sinha (DFO, Bhagalpur), Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A.K.

Choudhary (Scientists from Bhagalpur University), Subedar Subhash Chandra,

Commandant, Territorial Army (Kumaon Regiment). Dr. V.P. Uniyal (Scientist- F, WII)

started the programme with an introductory speech on the mission and vision of the

NMCG-WII initiative. The inaugural function was attended by more than 50 persons

including officers of Territorial Army, local people, media person and staff from the forest

department.

Lighting of the lamp ceremony by 

all the digniatries to embark the 

start of the project under Namami 

Gange programme

Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A.K. Choudhary (Bhagalpur University) spoke about the

ecological aspect, highlighting the importance of the biodiversity of Ganga and the

significance of indicator species like dolphins, turtles etc. in maintaining the health of

the ecosystem. They also mentioned the importance of phytoplankton as an indicator

of aquatic ecosystem.
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Prof. Sunil Choudhary and Prof. A. K. Choudhary (Bhagalpur University) addressing the audience 

with importance of biodiversity conservation

Subedar Subhash Chandra Bind, Commandant, Territorial Army (Kumaon Regiment)

addressed the gathering and briefed about the role of Territorial Army in NMCG.

Subedar Subhash Chandra Bind,

Commandant, Territorial Army

(Kumaon Regiment) addressing the

audience
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Importance of the establishment of the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre at

Bhagalpur and its role in the conservation and rejuvenation of Ganga was detailed by Shri S.K.

Sinha (DFO, Bhagalpur).

Shri S.K. Sinha (DFO, Bhagalpur) addressing

the gathering about the importance and

need of conservation of Ganga

Shri S.K. Singh (Conservator of Forest, Bhagalpur) delivered the inaugural address and

highlighted the activities conducted by the Bhagalpur Forest Division and their approach

and the role of the community for the successful execution of the projects under Namami

Gange programme.

Shri. S.K. Singh (CF, Bhagalpur)

addressing the gathering with the

activities by Bhagalpur Forest Division

in this initiative

The programme ended with the vote of thanks by Dr. V.P. Uniyal and sapling plantation at 

“Rajkiyea Sundarwati Kanya Madhya Vidyalaya”, Bhagalpur.
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Vote of Thanks by Dr. V.P. Uniyal

(Scientist- F, WII)

TREE PLANTATION

Plantation by all the dignitaries to embark

the start of the project under Namami Gange

and the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge

Management Centre in Bhagalpur
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Sahibganj



INAUGURATION OF GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE 

MANAGEMENT CENTRE

SAHIBGANJ, JHARKHAND
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On the auspcious day of 7th July, 2016, when projects under the Namami Gange programme

were being launched in Haridwar in the presence of Shri Harish Rawat, Honourable Chief

Minister of Uttarakhand, Sushri Uma Bharti, Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, GoI, Shri Nitin Gadkari, Honourable Minister of Road

Transport, Highways and Shipping of India, GoI, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Honourable Minister of

Tourism and Culture, GoI, and other dignitaries, the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management

Centre was inaugurated at Sahibganj in Jharkhand state simultaneously. Inauguration ceremony

was organized jointly by the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, and the Jharkhand Forest

Department. Shri K.K. Tiwari (D.F.O, I.F.S, Jharkhand Forest Department), Professor Dr. Ranjit

Kumar Singh (Sahibganj University), Dr. Parth Talukdar and Dr. Pratik Hazara (Scientists from

Calcutta University), Captain. Koushal Kumar (Ganga Eco task force head) and Shri Anantkumar

Ojha (MLA, Shahibganj) were invited as special guests to grace the occasion. From WII, Dr. J.A.

Johnson (Scientist- D, WII) accompanied by Mr. Shaldavya Kuruganti (Research Scholar, WII)

were present.

Inauguration function of Ganga

Aqualife Knowledge and Monitoring

Centre at Ganga Ghat, Sahibganj,

Jharkhand
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Shri K.K. Tiwari (D.F.O, I.F.S, Jharkhand Forest Department), Dr. Parth Talukdar and Dr. Pratik Hazara

(Scientists from Calcutta University), Captain. Koushal Kumar (Ganga Eco task force head) and Shri

Anantkumar Ojha (MLA, Shahibganj), Dr. J.A. Johnson (Scientist- D, WII) who attended the inauguration

programme in Sahibganj, Jharkhand

The inaugural ceremony started at 11:05 am by the lighting of the ceremonial lamp and the

planting of tree saplings. About 50 people attended the event, comprising of forest department

staff, press, Ganga task force, local communities and school children. Professor Dr. Ranjit Kumar

Singh gave the introductory speech and elaborated on the six objectives to be fulfilled by WII

under NMCG and the role of the Forest Department.

Lighting of the lamp by

dignitaries at the inauguration
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Professor Dr. Ranjit Kumar Singh, 

Sahibganj University delivering 

special speech during the 

inaugural ceremony

Dr. J.A. Johnson (Scientist- D, WII) spoke about the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge Management Centre

and its role and the ecology of the Ganges. Shri K.K. Tiwari (D.F.O, Sahibganj) spoke about the

support from the forest department and the cooperation with WII for achieving success in this

initiative. He also expressed his happiness and support for having the Ganga Aqualife Knowledge

Management Centre in Sahibganj. Shri Anant Kumar Ojha (MLA, Sahibganj) talked about the

importance of bringing back Ganga to its original splendour, its aesthetic value, spiritual glamour,

and its biodiversity protection. He also added that the Central Government and the State

Government are committed to the NMCG.
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Commemorative photo with all the guests and participants

Dr. Parth Talukdar and Dr. Pratik Hazara (Scientists, Calcutta University) included an interesting

angle of studying fossils in this ecologically and evolutionarily significant site. The programme

ended with the vote of thanks by Mr. Shaldavya Kuruganti (Researcher, WII) followed by some

refreshments in the light drizzle on the banks of Ganga with a hazy cloud setting. The event was

successful and insightful with discussions held with all the guests and participants who attended

the inaugural event.
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ANNEXURE 1

LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM UTTARAKHAND FOREST DEPARTMENT
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ANNEXURE 2

LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM UTTAR PRADESH FOREST DEPARTMENT 
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ANNEXURE 3

MOU- NPCIL, NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH

62



63



64



65



66



67



ANNEXURE 4

LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM BIHAR FOREST DEPARTMENT 
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ANNEXURE 5

LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM JHARKHAND FOREST DEPARTMENT 
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ANNEXURE 6

LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM WEST BENGAL FOREST DEPARTMENT 
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ANNEXURE 7
BROCHURES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 7 (a) HINDI BROCHURE
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ANNEXURE 7

ANNEXURE 7 (b) ENGLISH BROCHURE 

BROCHURES PREPARED BY WII
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ANNEXURE 8
SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

ANNEXURE 8 (a) HARIDWAR, UTTARAKHAND
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ANNEXURE 8

ANNEXURE 8 (b) NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH

SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH
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ANNEXURE 8

ANNEXURE 8 (c) SARNATH, UTTAR PRADESH

SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH
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ANNEXURE 8

ANNEXURE 8 (d) BHAGALPUR, BIHAR

SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH

76



ANNEXURE 8

ANNEXURE 8 (e) SAHIBGANJ, JHARKHAND

SITE WISE BANNERS PRESENTED

AT THE PROJECT LAUNCH
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ANNEXURE 9
POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (a) GHARIAL (Gavialis gangeticus)
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ANNEXURE 9

ANNEXURE 9 (b) GOLDEN MAHSEER (Tor putitora)

POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES
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ANNEXURE 9

ANNEXURE 9 (c) GANGETIC DOLPHIN (Platanista gangetica gangetica)

POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES
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ANNEXURE 9
POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (d) OTTER (Lutrogale perspicillata) 
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ANNEXURE 9
POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (e) TURTLE (Batagur kachuga)
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ANNEXURE 9
POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES

ANNEXURE 9 (f) RESIDENT AND MIGRATORY GANGETIC WATER BIRDS
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ANNEXURE 9

ANNEXURE 9 (g) BLACK NECKED STORK (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus)

POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES
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ANNEXURE 9

ANNEXURE 9 (h) MUGGER (Crocodylus palustris)

POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES
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ANNEXURE 9

ANNEXURE 9 (i) Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus)

POSTERS OF GANGETIC AQUATIC 

SPECIES
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ANNEXURE 10

ANNEXURE 10 (a) GANGA AQUALIFE CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE 

DEHRADUN, UTTARAKHAND

SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE 

CENTRES
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ANNEXURE 10

ANNEXURE 10 (b) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE

NARORA, UTTAR PRADESH

SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE 

CENTRES
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ANNEXURE 10

ANNEXURE 10 (c) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE

SARNATH, UTTAR PRADESH

SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE 

CENTRES
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ANNEXURE 10

ANNEXURE 10 (d) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE

BHAGALPUR, BIHAR

SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE 

CENTRES
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ANNEXURE 10

ANNEXURE 10 (e) GANGA AQUALIFE KNOWLEDGE AND MANAGEMENT CENTRE

SAHIBGANJ, JHARKHAND

SITE WISE STANDEES ON THE 

CENTRES
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ANNEXURE 11 STANDEES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 11 (a) BIODIVERSITY OF GANGA
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ANNEXURE 11 STANDEES PREPARED BY WII

ANNEXURE 11 (b) DOLPHIN
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ANNEXURE 11

ANNEXURE 11 (c) TURTLES

STANDEES PREPARED BY WII
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ANNEXURE 11

ANNEXURE 11 (d) BREEDING WATER BIRDS

STANDEES PREPARED BY WII
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ANNEXURE 11

ANNEXURE 11 (e) WII-NMCG- भारतीय वन्यजीव संस्थान - राष्ट्र ीय स्वच्छ गंगा मिशन

STANDEES PREPARED BY WII
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ANNEXURE 12

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE - PROJECT LAUNCH AT HARIDWAR ON 7th JULY 2016

97



ANNEXURE 13

COMPONENT COORDINATING 

FACULTY

CO-

COORDINATING 

FACULTY

SUPPORTING FACULTY

1.Establishment of 

Ganga Aqualife 

Conservation 

Monitoring Centre

Dr. S.A. Hussain Dr. Ruchi Badola Dr. Gautam Talukdar (IT & GIS)

2.Planning Aquatic 

Species Restoration for 

Ganga River

Dr. J.A. Johnson Dr.S.A. Hussain Dr. V.P. Uniyal (Invertebrate)

Dr. J.A. Johnson (Fish)

Dr. Gopi G.V. (Birds & 

Mammals)

Dr. Suresh Kumar (Herpetology)

Dr. Anju Baroth (Toxicology)

Dr. Sandeep Gupta (Genetics)

Dr. Gautam Talukdar (IT & GIS)

Dr. B.S. Adhikari (Flora)

3.Capacity Building of 

Forest Department and 

other Stakeholders

Dr. A.K. Bhardwaj Dr. Ruchi Badola Dr. Abhijit Das (Aquatic Species)

Dr. S.A. Hussain (Wetland)

Dr. Ruchi Badola 

(Ecodevelopment)

Dr. Bitapi Sinha (Conservation 

Education)

4.Establishment of 

Rescue and 

Rehabilitation Centres

Dr. Suresh Kumar Dr. Abhijit Das Dr. S.A. Hussain

Shri P.C. Tyagi

Dr. Abhijit Das

Dr. Ramesh C.

Dr. S.K. Gupta

5.Community Based 

Conservation 

Programmes for Species 

Restoration in Ganga 

River

Dr. Ruchi Badola Dr. A.K. Bhardwaj Shri Ajay Srivastav

Dr. Anju Baroth

6.Nature Interpretation 

and Education for 

Biodiversity 

Conservation of Ganga 

River

Dr. Bitapi Sinha Dr. Gopi G.V Dr. Abhijit Das

Dr. Ramesh C.

WII TEAM (THEME COORDINATORS & SITE COORDINATORS OF THE PROJECT)

Theme Coordinators:
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SITE SITE COORDINATORS

Narora Dr. Gautam Talukdar

Sarnath Dr. Ruchi Badola

Bhagalpur Dr. Bitapi C Sinha

Sahibganj Dr. J.A. Johnson

Site Coordinator Accompanying faculty and 

Researchers 

Contact

Haridwar Dr. V.B. Mathur Dr. Ruchi Badola,

Dr. Shivani Barthwal, 

Dr. Pranab Pal

Ms. Upma Manral, 

Ms. Amanat K Gill,

Ms. Aditi Dev

vbm@wii.gov.in

94120524648

ruchi@wii.gov.in

9412055986

Narora Dr. Gautam Talukdar Dr. Pariva Dobriyal, 

Ms. Michelle Irengbam

gautam@wii.gov.in

9456178697

pariva@wii.gov.in

9756773361

Varanasi Sh. P.C. Tyagi Dr. Suresh Kumar, 

Sh. Naren Mohan

pctyagi@wii.gov.in

9411752658

8650093456

suresh@wii.gov.in

9359433837

Bhagalpur Dr. V.P. Uniyal Sh. Surya Sharma uniyalvp@gmail.co

m

9412992869

Sahinganj Dr. Anthony Jhonson Sh. Shaldaya Kuruganti jaj@wii.gov.in

9410992211

Site Coordinators:

WII Team for launch of the Namami Gange programme at various sites
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Wildlife Institute of India

Chandrabani, Dehradun- 248001

Ph: 0135-2640910, Email: dwii@wii.gov.in

Facebook Page: 

Website: http://wii.gov.in/nmcg/programmes


