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GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT

MINISTER FOR JAL SHAKTI GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Kumbh Mela is a unique example of religion, spirituality and peaceful
coexistence, and had fascinated people across; nationalities, beliefs and
religious leanings since ages. River Ganga and Kumbh Mela are inseparable.
The Divine Mahakumbh: Haridwar 2021 was organised with administrative
perfection despite the challenges posed by Covid-19 pandemic. People from
all walks of life and from across the globe congregated in Haridwar to take a
dipin the holy Ganges.

1 would like to congratulate the State Government of Uttarakhand and the
Mela administration for having organised such a huge gathering of people
with such perfection. The Mela truly lived up to the traditions of a centuries-
old heritage. | congratulate all whose sustained efforts made this Kumbh Mela
"Swachh and Surakshit." Mela administration was successful in the smooth
conduct of the Kumbh 2021 and ensuring implementation of Covid-19
appropriate behaviour and guidelines during the entire tenure of Kumbh
2021.

I 'am also happy to note that a coffee table book has been published to
showcase the grand achievement of organising the Mahakumbh in
Haridwar 2021. The book is visually very attractive and captures what the
Kumbh traditionally stands for.

| also want to congratulate National Mission for Clean Ganga for
expeditiously completing the projects to ensure Nirmal Ganga in the State
of Uttarakhand. Millions of devotees and pilgrims taking a holy dip in the
sacred waters of Ganga during the Haridwar Kumbh 2021 is a testament of
the work being under Namami Gange Programme under the vision and
leadership of the Hon. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

The Government of India is committed to bring River Ganga, our national
pride, back to its glory and will continue to work devotedly in that
direction.
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Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

Minister for Jal Shakti
Government of India




G ASOK KUMAR

IAS, DIRECTOR GENERAL
NATIONAL MISSION FOR CLEAN GANGA

Kumbh Mela is the world's largest congregation of religious pilgrims. It is of
immense spiritual significance and reflects the civilizational history of India.
Kumbh Mela encapsulates the science of astronomy, astrology, spirituality,
ritualistic traditions, social customs and practises. It is a divine tradition
unparalleled in the world and brings people from numerous faiths and
nationalities together.

The successful execution of the Mahakumbh in Haridwar in 2021 despite Covid-
19 challenges is a testament of administrative smoothness in conducting such a
huge religious gathering of devotees at one place. It is a matter of considerable
satisfaction for National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) that people from all
walks of life praised the improved water quality in Haridwar during the
Mahakumbh 2021, which is the result of completion of sewerage
management projects undertaken as part of Namami Gange Programme. This
certainlyis a feather in the NMCG's cap.

| am delighted to note that a Coffee Table book The Divine Mahakumbh:
Haridwar 2021' has been published by the State Government through State
Mission for Clean Ganga, which is the implementing arm of NMCG in
Uttarakhand. The tone and tenor of the Coffee Table book is awe- inspiring and
presents a mesmerizing pictorial treat to readers with some breath-taking
panoramic views of River Ganga, Haridwar, gatherings and Sadhus. The book
highlights the astrological and mythological significance of the Kumbh and
captures the essence and uniqueness of the event with dexterity.

One of the special attractions of the Haridwar Mahakumbh 2021 was "Paint My
City" campaign to enhance the beauty and splendour of the muystical city of
Haridwar by aesthetically painting the city walls and showcasing the significance
of the Kumbh Mela through the hues of mythology. The stories from ancient
scriptures were depicted through these paintings on ghats, bridges, ashrams,
offices, temples etc. More than 3.75 lakh square feet of wall space was
painted by roping-in hundreds of artists. No wonder, the Mahakumbh 2021 is
hailed as Sunder, Swachh, Surakshit, Swasth, Structured and Smart Kumbh,
which generates a sense of achievement in all of us.

As rightly indexed in the Coffee Table book, 'Kumbh is the celebration of eternal
faith' and we, at NMCG, will continue to strive tirelessly to ensure that River
Ganga, also intertwined with Kumbh eternally, remains Aviral and Nirmal.
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G ASOK KUMAR

IAS, Director General
National Mission For Clean Ganga
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An artist portrayal of Haridwar’s Ganga Ghat from Dr. Kamalkant Budhkar’s collection
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From Dr. Kamalkant Budhkar’s collection
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From Dr. Kamalkant Budhkar’s collection
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