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Hkkjrh; oU;tho laLFkku

o’kZ 1982 esa LFkkfir] Hkkjrh; oU;tho laLFkku (MCY;w vkbZ vkbZ) i;kZoj.k ou vkSj tyok;q ifjorZu ea=ky; ds rgr ,d Lok;Ùk laLFkku gSA 

bldk fe”ku] oU;tho foKku ds fodkl dks ifji’V djuk vkSj {ks= esa mlds vuqiz;ksx dks bl rjg ls izksUur djuk gS] tks gekjs vkfFkZd] 

lkekftd o lkaLd`frd okrkoj.k ds vuq:i gksA laLFkku dk “kklukns”k] oU;tho laj{k.k ds {ks= esa izf”k{k.k] f”k{k.k vkSj vuqla/kku ds ek/;e 

ls {kerk dk fuekZ.k djuk gS] vkSj dsanzh; vkSj jkT; ljdkjksa dks rduhdh vkSj lykgdkj lsok,a iznku djuk gSA laLFkku dks ,f”k;k&iz”kkar {ks= 

esa izkd`frd fo”o /kjksgj LFkyks ds izca/kdksa dks izf”k{k.k nsus ds fy, ;wusLdks ds Js.kh 2 dsanz ds :i esa ekU;rk nh xbZ gSA laLFkku ds loksZPp 

fudk;] Hkkjrh; oU;tho laLFkku& lkslkbVh dh v/;{krk ekuuh; i;kZoj.k] ou vkSj tyok;q ifjorZu ea=h djrs gSaA laLFkku dh dk;Zdkjh “kk[kk] 

”kklh fudk; gS] ftlds v/;{k] i;kZoj.k] ou vkSj tyok;q ifjorZu ea=ky; ds lfpo gSaA

gekjk /;s;

oU;tho foKku ds fodkl dks ifjiq’V djuk rFkk {ks= esa mlds vuqiz;ksx dks bl rjg ls izksUur djuk] tks gekjs vkfFkZd] lkekftd o 

lkaLd`frd okrkoj.k ds vuq:i gksA 

Vhe yhMj

MkW fcrkih lh flUgk

ikB ladyu vkSj lEiknd

ekfYodk ik.Ms] eksfgr d”;i] fuf/k flag] vfHk’ksd dqekj] rUoh xkSj

fgUnh vuqokn

lksuq] uhjt vLoky] vuqt dq”okgk

fMt+kbu vkSj ysvkmV

df”k”k “ksjfM+;k





SIAN
elephantA ,f'k;kbZ

gkFkh
Scientific Name: Elephas maximus 

oSKkfud uke% ,fyQkl eSfDlel

,f'k;kbZ gkFkh] ,f'k;k egk}hi esa ik;s tkus okyk lcls cM+k Lruik;h çk.kh gSA Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk ,f'k;kbZ gkFkh dks 
Hkkjr dk jk"Vªh; fojklr /kjksgj ?kksf"kr fd;k x;k gSA ;g nf{k.k vkSj nf{k.k iwoZ ,f'k;k ds 13 ns'kksa esa ik;k tkrk gSA 
,f'k;kbZ gkFkh lewg esa jgrk gSaA ;g vkdkj esa vÝhdh gkFkh ls NksVk gksrk gSaA ,f'k;kbZ gkfFk;ksa esa dsoy uj gkfFk;ksa ds 
gh nkar gksrs gSa vkSj fcuk nkar okys gkfFk;ksa dks “e[kuk” dgrs gSaA bldk thoudky 60 ls 70 o"kZ dk gksrk gSA gkFkh 
Hkkstu vkSj ikuh dh ryk'k esa yach nwjh dh ;k=k djus ds fy, tkuk tkrk gS vkSj cgqr vPNk rSjkd Hkh gksrk gSA ;g 
çfrfnu yxHkx 16 ?kaVs [kkuk [kkus esa fcrkrk gS vkSj bls çfrfnu yxHkx 150 & 200 fdyksxzke Hkkstu vkSj 200 yhVj 
ikuh dh vko';drk gksrh gSA

1 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z ASIAN ELEPHANT

The Asian elephant is the largest mammal in the Asian Continent. It is also considered as the National Heritage Animal 

of India. It is found in 13 countries in South and southeast Asia. Elephants live in close-knit family groups led by a 

matriarch. Asian Elephant is smaller in size than African Elephants. Only males of Asian elephants have tusks. Tuskless 

elephants are called  'Makhna'. They have a life span of 60 to 70 years. Elephants are known to travel long distances in 

search of food and water and are very good swimmers. They spend about 16 hours a day eating and require 

approximately 150-200 kgs of food and up to 200 litres of water each day.
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Use Pencil Colours, Poster Colours or Acrylic Colours



LACK
rumped flamebackB dkyiqB vaxkjk

dBQksM+k
Scientific Name: Dinopium benghalense

oSKkfud uke% Mkbuksfi;e csaXgkysal

3 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

CySd&jEIM ¶ysecSd pkj maxfy;ksa okyk ,d lkekU; NksVh pksap vkSj lqugjh ihB okyk dBQksM+k gSA ;g Hkkjrh; miegk}hi 
vkSj Jhyadk esa ik, tkus okyk ,d LFkkfud i{kh gSA ;g ßyslsj xksYMu&cSdÞ dBQksM+k ds :i esa Hkh tkuk tkrk gS] vkSj 
vf/kdrj ;g 'kgjh {ks=ksa esa ns[kk tk ldrk gSA dBQksM+k ikfjfLFkfrd larqyu cuk, j[kus esa ,d egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrk 
gSa D;ksafd ;g dhV dh vkcknh dks fu;af=r djus esa enn djrk gSA ;g ,d t+ksjnkj ßdh&dh&dhÞ dh vkokt fudkyrk gS] 
tks yxkrkj c<+rh tkrh gSA

BLACK RUMPED FLAMEBACK

Black-rumped flameback is a common, “small-billed” golden-backed woodpecker with four toes. It is endemic to the 

Indian subcontinent and Sri Lanka. Also known as the lesser golden-backed woodpecker, it can be seen in urban areas 

also. They play an important role in maintaining the balance in the ecosystem. Woodpeckers are important as they 

help in controlling the population of pests. It makes loud “ki-ki-ki-ki-ki,” which steadily increases in pace.
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HITALC phry

Scientific Name: Axis axis

oSKkfud uke% ,fDll ,fDll

LikWVsM fgj.k ;k phry] Hkkjrh; taxyks esa ik;s tkus okys fgj.k dh ,d çtkfr gSaA uj vkSj eknk phry nksuksa ds 'kjhj 
ij lQsn jax ds /kCcs ¼LikWV~l½ gksrs gSa] ftl dkj.k bldk uke "LikWVsM fgj.k" iM+ x;kA uj phry ds lhax gksrs gSa tks 
gj lky c<+rs gSa vkSj >M+ tkrs gSA phry ?kkl ds eSnkuksa esa jgrk gSa vkSj ck?kksa vkSj rsanqvksa tSls f'kdkfj;ksa ls cpus ds 
fy, dHkh dHkh ?kus ou {ks=ksa esa tkrk gSA ;g vke rkSj ij yaxwjksa ds vkl&ikl gh ik;k tkrk gS vkSj yaxwjksa }kjk isM+ksa 
ls fxjk, x, iÙkksa vkSj Qyksa dks [kkrk gSA 

5 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z CHITAL

The spotted deer, or chital, is the most common deer species in Indian forests. They are reddish brown in colour. 

Both males and females have white spots on their entire body, thus the name “spotted deer”. Male chital has antlers 

that grow and shed annually. These deer occupy grasslands and very rarely move into areas of dense jungle to avoid 

predators like tigers and leopards. They prefer to stay close to the langurs and feed on leaves and fruit dropped by 

them from the trees. 
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Gangetic

OLPHIND xkaxs; MkWfYQu
;k lqlq

Scientific Name: Platanista gangetica

oSKkfud uke% IysVfuLVk xSaxsfVdk

MkWfYQu fo'o Lrj ij ik,  tkus okys lcls iqjkus thoksa esa ls ,d gSA xaxk unh esa ikbZ tkus okyh MkWfYQu dks xkaxs; 
MkWfYQu dgrs gSaA xkaxs; MkWfYQu dsoy ehBs ikuh esa jgrh gSa vkSj ns[k ugha ldrhA ;g vYVªklksfud /ofu;ksa ds ek/;e 
ls f'kdkj djrh gSaA xkaxs; MkWfYQu }kjk fudkyh xbZ vYVªklksfud /ofu;k¡ eNyh vkSj vU; f'kdkj ls Vdjkrh gS] vkSj 
MkWfYQu ds fnekx esa ,d Nfo cukrh gS] tks bls f'kdkj djus esa enn djrh gSA ;g T+;knkrj vdsys vius cPps ds 
lkFk ;k NksVs lewgksa esa ik;h tkrh gSA xkaxs; MkWfYQu unh ikfjfLFkfrdh ra= ds LokLF; dk ,d fo'oluh; lwpd gSA ;g 
,d lhVh tSlh vkokt fudkyrh gS ftlds dkj.k bls "lqlq" Hkh dgk tkrk gSA Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 5 vDVwcj 2009 dks 
xkaxs; MkWfYQu dks Hkkjr dk jk"Vªh; tyh; tho ?kksf"kr fd;k x;k gSA

GANGETIC DOLPHIN7 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Dolphins are one of the oldest creatures in the world, and the dolphin found in the river Ganges is known as “Gangetic 

Dolphin”. The Gangetic dolphins can only live in freshwater and are essentially blind. They hunt by emitting ultrasonic 

sounds, which bounce off fishes and other prey, enabling them to “see” an image in their mind. They are frequently 

found alone or in small groups, and generally, the mother and the calf travel together. The Gangetic River dolphin is a 

reliable indicator of the health of the entire river ecosystem. A loud sound like a sneeze gives it the name “susu”. The 

species was declared the “National Aquatic Animal of India” on 18th May 2010. 
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URASIAN
cootE ;wjsf'k;u dwV

;k fVdM+h
Scientific Name: Fulica atra

oSKkfud uke% Qqfydk ,sYVªk

;g ,d lQsn pksap okyk] dkys jax dk i{kh gSA ;wjsf'k;u dwV ;k nlkjh ;k lk/kkj.k fVdjh] pkSM+s iatks okyk i{kh gSA 
;g ehBs ikuh] nynyh {ks=ksa] >hyksa vkSj ufn;ksa esa ik;k tkrk gSA ;g i{kh ikuh dh >hyksa dh lrg ij ik;s tkus okys  
VSMiksy] ?kksa?ks] tyh; ikS/kksa] 'kSoky vkSj ?kkl dks [kkrk gSA  

9 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z EURASIAN COOT

Eurasian Coot is a black coloured bird, with a distinctive white beak. It is a wading bird with wide toes. It is found both 

in freshwater and brackish marshes, lakeshores, and rivers and lives occasionally in saltwater. The bird dives easily and 

forages at the bottom of freshwater lakes for tadpoles, snails, aquatic plants, algae and grasses.
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ALCATED
duckF QkYdsVsM Md

;k dVk fla[kqj cÙk[k

Scientific Name: Mareca falcata

oSKkfud uke% ekjsdk QSYdkVk

QkYdsVsM Md ;k dVk lha[kqj cÙk[k ,d e/;e vkdkj dh cÙk[k gSA QkYdsVsM uj cÙk[k vkdkj esa eknk cÙk[k ls cM+k 
gksrk gSA çtuu djus okys uj QkYdsVsM Md ds flj ij gjs vkSj dkaL; jax dh ped gksrh gSA eknk dk jax xgjk Hkwjk 
gksrk gSA ;g ehBs ikuh dh >hyksa] rkykcksa] ufn;ksa vkSj taxyksa ds ikl nyny esa ik;k tkrk gSA çtuu ds nkSjku eknk 
dks viuh vksj vkdf"kZr djus ds fy, uj QkYdsVsM Md ,d lhVh tSlh vkokt “Vk;w&Vh;w&foV] rq&foV" vkSj 
";wbV&Vª" fudkyrk gSA QkYdsVsM Md tksM+s vkSj NksVs lewgksa esa ns[ks tkrs gSaA ;g i{kh fnu ds nkSjku lfØ; gksrs gSa ysfdu 
dHkh dHkh jkr esa Hkh xeu djrs gq, ns[ks tk ldrs gSaA

FALCATED DUCK11 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

The falcated ducks are a medium-sized bird and their males are larger than the females. The maned head of the breed-

ing male has a green and bronze shine. The female has a dark brown plumage. They are found in freshwater lakes, 

ponds, rivers and marshes close to the forests. During the breeding season, the male has a short low whistle 

“tyu-tyu-vit, tyu-vit” and wavering “uit-trr”. They are seen in pairs and small groups. These birds are active during the 

day but migrate often at night.
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HARIALG ?kfM+;ky

Scientific Name: Gavialis gangeticus

oSKkfud uke% xSoh,fyl xSaxsfVdl

13 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z GHARIAL

Gharials are one of the largest species of crocodiles. They have a long snout with a pot or “ghara” like structure, thus 

they are known as “Gharial”. They do not stalk their prey instead their snouts contain sensory cells that can detect 

vibrations in the water. They are ecological indicators as well as top predators of the river ecosystem. Their jaws are 

lined with more than a hundred teeth, which they use to hunt and catch fish. The National Chambal Sanctuary, also 

known as the National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary, was declared a Protected Area for the conservation of this 

endangered species. However, The species is still critically endangered.

?kfM+;ky] exjePN dh lcls cM+h çtkfr;ksa esa ls ,d gS] ftlds FkwFku ij ,d ß?kM+sÞ ds tSlh vk—fr dk vax mHkjk gqvk 
jgrk gS ftlds dkj.k bls ?kfM+;ky dgk tkrk gSA ;s vius f'kdkj dk ihNk ugha djrs cfYd buds FkwFku esa laosnh dksf'kdk,a 
gksrh gSa tks ikuh esa f'kdkj }kjk mÙiUu daiu dk irk yxk ldrh gSa ftlds ek/;e ls ;s f'kdkj djrs gSaA ;s unh ds 
ikfjfLFkfrd ra= ds LokLF; ds lwpd gksus ds lkFk] unh ds 'kh"kZ ijHk{kh Hkh gSaA ?kfM+;ky ds tcM+ksa esa 100 ls vf/kd nkar 
gksrs gSa] ftudk mi;ksx ;s eNyh idM+us vkSj f'kdkj djus esa djrs gSaA 1975 esa xgu canh çtuu vkSj ikyu dk;ZØe ds 
'kq: gksus ls igys rd ;g çtkfr Hkkjr esa foyqIr gksus dh dxkj ij FkhA 1995 rd yxHkx 1200 ?kfM+;kyksa dks muds 
tyh; vkokl esa lqjf{kr fd;k x;k FkkA exjePN dh ;g çtkfr vHkh Hkh xaHkhj :i ls ladVxzLr gSA
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IMALAYAN
bulbulH fgeky;h

cqycqy
Scientific Name: Pycnonotus leucogenys

oSKkfud uke% ikbDuksuksVl Y;wdkstsful

fgeky;u cqycqy ,d Hkwjs jax dh cqycqy gS] ftldk xky lQsn vkSj iwaN dk fupyk Hkkx ¼xqnkHkkx½ ihys jax dk gksrk gSA 
;g vkerkSj ij fgeky; dh rygVh esa ik;h tkrh gSA ;g lokZgkjh gksrh gSa vkSj T;knkrj NksVs vd'ks:dh;] dhM+s] cht 
vkSj Qy [kkrh gSaA buds }kjk fudkyh xbZ vkokt vFkok xhr lkekU;r% e/kqj gksrs gSA ;g "Å&VwMy&Å" dh vkokt 
fudkyrh gSa ftls ;g ckj&ckj nksgjkrh gSaA fgeky;u cqycqy fuMj gksrh gSa vkSj vDlj ekuo dh cfLr;ksa ikdksaZ] ;k 'kgj 
ds {ks=ksa esa ns[kh tk ldrh gSaA

HIMALAYAN BULBUL15 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

The Himalayan Bulbul is a greyish-brown bulbul, with a visible white cheek and yellow undersides. They are very 

commonly found in the foothills of the Himalayas. They feed mostly on small invertebrates, insects, berries, seeds, and 

nuts, and thus are omnivorous. Their song is generally melodious. It is a repetition of the phrase “oo-toodle-oo”, an 

alarm call is a sharp “pit”. Himalayan bulbuls are fearless and human-friendly and can often be seen in parks, and town 

or city areas.
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NDIAN
skimmerI bafM;u fLdej

;k iaphjk
Scientific Name: Rynchops albicollis

oSKkfud uke% fjupkWIl ,fYcdksfyl

bafM;u fLdej dh pksap pedhyh ukjaxh jax dh gksrh gSA bldh pksap dk Åijh tcM+k fupys tcM+s ls FkksM+k NksVk gksrk gSA 
bldh bl vleku pksap ds dkj.k] bls iwoZdky esa "Hkkjrh; dSaph&fcy" ds uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk FkkA fLdelZ vkaf'kd 
:i ls çoklh i{kh gksrs gSa vkSj taxyksa esa ugha ik;s tkrsA ;g i{kh [kqys çk—frd vknZzHkwfe esa fuokl djrk gSa] vkSj unh 
ds rV vkSj tyk'k;ksa okyh cM+h ufn;ksa ds vklikl ik;s tkrs gSaA Hkkjrh; fLdelZ dks dbZ ckj yksx ßVuZÞ i{kh le> ysrs 
gSa] D;ksafd ;s nksuksa gh i{kh dkQh leku fn[krs gSaA 

17 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z INDIAN SKIMMER

Indian Skimmer has a white forehead and a deep orange bill. They are known for their unique bills which are bright 

orange in color, with the upper mandible, a bit shorter than the lower mandible. Due to their uneven bills, they were 

earlier also known as “Indian scissor-bill”. The skimmers are partially migratory and do not normally occur in forests. 

They instead inhabit natural open, wetland ecosystems, and are found on large rivers with sandbanks and reservoirs. 

Indian skimmer is at times mistaken for “terns” due to their similar appearance. 
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Golden

ACKALJ fl;kj

Scientific Name: Canis aureus

oSKkfud uke% dSful vkSfj;l

xhnM+ ;k fl;kj vkerkSj ij lewg esa jgrk gS ftls ßiSdÞ dgk tkrk gSA ;g 'kfeZyk gksrk gS vkSj yach ?kkl esa Nqidj  
balkuks dh utjksa ls nwj jgus dh dksf'k'k djrk gSA fl;kj ,d f'kdkjh tkuoj gS vkSj ,d voljoknh loZHk{kh Hkh gSA  
;g tkuojks ds lM+s xys e`rçk; 'kjhj dks [kkdj i;kZoj.k dks lkQ lqFkjk j[kus esa enn djrk gSA fl;kj cgqr eq[kj gksrk 
gS vkSj ;g vDlj Þgkmyß tSlh vkokt fudkyrk gS ftls T;knkrj jkr esa lquk tk ldrk gSA fl;kj dk ,d lewg vU; 
fl;kj lewgksa ls vius {ks= dh j{kk djrk gSA fl;kj thouHkj ds fy, dsoy ,d gh tksM+k cukrk gSA ;g çtkfr dqÙks ds 
tSls fn[krh gS tcfd vkuqoaf'kd :i ls ;g dqÙkksa ls vyx gksrh gS7A blds lqugjs jax ds dkj.k bls Hkkjrh; ;k xksYMu 
tSdy ds :i esa Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA

GOLDEN JACKAL19 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Jackals live in groups called packs or tribes. These animals are normally shy and try to stay out of sight by taking cover 

in tall grasses. Jackal is a hunter and opportunistic omnivore, but it also scavenges. They help in keeping the 

surroundings clean by feeding on the carcass. Jackals are often very vocal, and the most common sound made by 

them is a high-pitched wavering howl, mostly heard at night. A pair of jackals defend a territory against other jackals, 

and the pairs are monogamous. They are commonly known as Indian or Golden Jackals.
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Common

INGFISHERK NksVk fdyfdyh 

Scientific Name: Alcedo atthis

oSKkfud uke% ,fYlMks ,fFkl

fdaxfQ'kj ds iSj cgqr et+cwr gksrs gSa D;ksafd ;g viuk T+;knkrj le; isM+ksa ij fcrkrs gSaA vius pedhys uhys jax ds 
ia[kksa vkSj rst rh[kh vkokt ds lkFk fdaxfQ'kj i{kh lHkh if{k;ksa ls ,dne vyx fn[krs gSaA vDlj bls fcuk fgys&Mqy 
isMks ij ,dne 'kkar cSBs ns[kk tk ldrk gSA ysfdu tSls gh ;g f'kdkj dks ns[krk gS] ;g rqjar gh gjdr esa vk tkrk gS 
vkSj mls idM+us ds fy, >iêk ekjrk gSA eknk fdaxfQ'kj dh pksap yky jax dh gksrh gS] tcfd uj fdaxfQ'kj dh pksap 
dkyh gksrh gSA ;g i{kh Hkkjrh; miegk}hi esa iwjs xaxk unh csflu esa ik;k tkrk gSA

21 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z COMMON KINGFISHER

Kingfishers have very strong legs as they spend most of their time perching on the trees. With their vivid plumage and 

loud, shrill calls, the kingfisher bird stands out from the crowd. One can often catch sight of them perched on a tree, 

barely moving. But upon sighting prey, they spring quickly into action and swoop down to catch it. In common 

kingfishers, the females have a bill with a red base, whereas the male has one that is completely black. They are 

widespread across the Indian subcontinent and are found throughout the Ganga River basin.
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ESSER
adjutantL pafn;kjh 

Scientific Name: Leptoptilos javanicus

oSKkfud uke% ysIVksifVyksl tkokfudl

yslj ,MtqVsaV cM+s vkdkj dk ,d i{kh gS tks T;knkrj vdsyk jgrk gS vkSj nynyh Hkwfe esa ik;k tkrk gSA bldh ihB 
vkSj blds ia[k pednkj xgjs Hkwjs&dkys jax ds gksrs gSa] vkSj fupyk Hkkx lQsn gksrk gSA blds iSj xgjs Hkwjs vkSj lQsn 
jax ds gksrs gSaA ;g vDlj vius iSjks ij 'kkSp dj nsrk gS ftles ;wfjd ,flM gksrk gS ftlds dkj.k blds iSjksa dk jax 
lQsn gks tkrk gSA ,slk ;g vius 'kjhj dks 'khry j[kus ds fy, Hkh djrk gSA tc rkieku vlqfo/kktud :i ls vf/kd 
gks tkrk gS rks ok"ihdj.k buds 'kjhj ds rkieku dks de djrk gSA yacs le; rd lSU; vf/kdkjh dh rjg xfrghu [kM+s 
jgus ds dkj.k] fczfV'k vkSifuosf'kd lSfudksa }kjk bls ",MtqVsaV" miuke fn;k x;k FkkA 

LESSER ADJUTANT23 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Lesser Adjutant is a solitary large bird mostly found in wetlands. Their upper body and wings are glossy dark grey-black, 

and their underside is white. They have dark grey legs that are often stained white with uric acid as they commonly 

defecate on them. This is believed to be a cooling measure, as the evaporation lowers their body temperature, offering 

relief when temperatures are uncomfortably high. They were named “Adjutants” by British Colonial troops based on 

their habit of standing motionless for long periods like military officers (Adjutants standing in attention).
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Use Pencil Colours, Poster Colours or Acrylic Colours



ARSH
crocodileM exjePN

Scientific Name: Crocodylus palustris

oSKkfud uke% ØksdksMk;yl iyqfLVªl

ek'kZ exjePN dk oSKkfud uke 'ØksdksMk;yl iyfLVªl' gSa ftldk eryc gksrk gSa "nyny dk exjePN"A ;g çtkfr /kheh 
xfr ls cgus okys tylzksrksa esa jguk ilan djrh gS tks vkerkSj ij nynyh okrkoj.k esa ik;h tkrh gSA ;g voljoknh 
f'kdkjh gSa vkSj eNyh] mHk;pj vkSj ljhl`i dk f'kdkj djus ds fy, tkus tkrs gSaA ;g çtkfr vius çk—frd vkokl esa 
LFkkuh; :i ls foyqIr gks pqdh gS] T;knrj bls lajf{kr {ks=ksa esa ns[kk tk ldrk gSA 

25 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z MARSH CROCODILE

The Marsh crocodile’s scientific name ‘Crocodylus palustris’ means, “crocodile of the marsh”. This species prefers 

slow-moving shallow water bodies that are typically found in marshy environments and thus justify their name. They 

are opportunistic predators and are known to prey on fish, amphibians, and reptiles. The species has become locally 

extinct over large parts of its range, and viable populations occur mostly within the Protected Areas.
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ORTHERN 
shovelerN frnkfj cÙk[k

ScientificName: Spatula clypeata

oSKkfud uke% LiSVqyk Dyhfi;kVk

mÙkjh 'kkWoyj ,d i{kh gS] ftldk uke bldh fof'k"V pksap ls fy;k x;k gS ftldk mi;ksx ;g tyh; vd'ks:dh; dks 
[kkus ds fy, djrk gSA vius xBhys 'kjhj ds ckotwn] ;g QqrhZys :i esa mM+ku Hkjrk gSA tc mÙkjh 'kkWoyj mM+ku Hkjrk 
gS] rks blds ia[k ,d rst+ vkokt+ iSnk djrs gSaA ;g T;knrj NksVs >qaMksa esa mM+rs gSa vkSj lnhZ ds ekSle esa Hkkjr esa cM+s 
iSekus ij çokl djrs gSaA çtuu ds ekSle ds nkSjku mÙkjh uj 'kkWoyj FkksM+s le; ds fy, mM+ku jfgr gks tkrk gSA ;g 
NksVs >qaMksa esa bdës gksrs gSa vkSj vkerkSj ij jkr esa ouLifr esa fNidj jgrs gSaA

NOTHERN SHOVELER27 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

The name of the Northern shoveler is derived from its highly specialized bill that is used to forage for aquatic 

invertebrates. Despite their stout appearance, they are agile flyers. When Northern shovelers take off, their wings 

produce a rattling sound. They move in small flocks and are a widespread winter visitor in India. During mating season 

male shovelers become flightless for a brief period; they gather in small flocks and usually stay hidden in vegetation, 

especially at night.
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Use Pencil Colours, Poster Colours or Acrylic Colours



Ånfcyko ,d tyh; vkSj LFkyh; Lruik;h tho gSA bldh vk¡[ksa vkSj dku NksVs gksrs gSa] iwaN piVh gksrh gS] vax NksVs 
ysfdu et+cwr gksrs gSaA gkFkksa vkSj iSjksa ds iats cM+s vkSj f>Yyhnkj gksrs gSaA ;g xqQkvksa esa jgrk gS vkSj foJke ds fy, 
ufn;ksa ds fdukjs pêkuh LFkyksa dks ilan djrk gSaA Ånfcyko O;kogkfjd&:i ls dkQh lkekftd gksrk gSa vkSj lewg esa 
f'kdkj djrs gSaA ;g eq[; :i ls fnu esa lfØ; gksrk gSA ikfdLrku vkSj ckaXykns'k tSls ns'k ds eNqvkjs vDlj Ånfcyko  
dks eNfy;ksa dk ihNk djus ds fy, çf'kf{kr djus ds fy, tkus tkrs gSaA eNyh Ånfcyko ds vkgkj dk yxHkx 75 ls 
100 çfr'kr fgLls dh iwrhZ djrh gSa A eNfy;ksa ds lkFk&lkFk ;g dhM+s] dsapq,] >haxk] dsdM+s] esa<d Hkh [kkrk gSaA 

Smooth-Coated

TTERO Ånfcyko

Scientific Name: Lutrogale perspicillata

oSKkfud uke% Y;qVªksxsy iZfLiflykVk 

29 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z SMOOTH-COATED OTTER

Smooth-coated otter is an aquatic and terrestrial mammal. They have small eyes and ears, a flattened tail, with short 

and strong limbs and large and well webbed fore and hind paws. They prefer rocky stretches alongside rivers for den 

and resting. Smooth-coated otters are social and hunt in groups and are mainly diurnal. In some countries, fishermen 

are known to train smooth-coated otters to chase fish into fishing nets. Fishes make up 75 to 100% of the diet. They also 

forage on insects, earthworms, crustaceans & frogs.
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ALLAS’
fish eagleP irjl eN&x#M+ 

Scientific Name: Haliaeetus leucoryphus

oSKkfud uke% gsfy;k,Vl Y;wdksjkbQl

iykl& ,d fQ'k bZxy gS] ftls iykl&leqæh bZxy ;k cSaM&VsYM fQ'k bZxy ds :i esa Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA ;g vkdkj esa 
cM+k vkSj Hkwjs jax dk gksrk gSA ;g phy ikuh dh lrg ij tyh; if{k;ksa ij geyk djds f'kdkj djrh gS vkSj fQj mUgsa 
ekjdj iatksa esa nckdj mM+ tkrh gSA ;g ehBs ikuh dh cM+h eNfy;ksa dks Hkh viuk f'kdkj cukrh gSA ;g mM+us okyk lcls 
Hkkjh i{kh ds :i esa Hkh tkuk tkrk gSaA ;g eq[; :i ls cM+h >hyksa] ufn;ksa vkSj vknZzHkwfe ds vklikl ik;k tkrk gSA ;g 
,d çoklh i{kh gSA lfnZ;ksa ds ekSle esa ;g Hkkjr ds mÙkjh vkSj iwoksZÙkj Hkkxksa esa çtuu djrk gS vkSj xfeZ;ksa esa eaxksfy;k 
esa çokl djrk gSA

PALLAS’ FISH EAGLE31 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Pallas's Fish Eagle, also known as Pallas's Sea Eagle or band-tailed fish eagle, is a large, brownish sea eagle. These 

eagles predate by assaulting water birds on the surface of the water and then flying off with the kill. They also feed on 

large freshwater fishes. This bird has one of the greatest weight-lifting feats ever recorded for a flying bird. They are 

closely associated with wetlands, principally with large lakes and rivers. It is a migrant bird that breeds  in the northern 

and northeastern parts of India during winters and migrates to Mongolia for summers.
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Use Pencil Colours, Poster Colours or Acrylic Colours



Common

UAILQ cM+k cVsj

cVsj ou {ks=ksa esa ik;k tkus okyk ,d NksVk i{kh gSA ;g ?kkl ds eSnkuksa esa vk'p;Ztud :i ls rsth ls nkSM+rk gS vkSj  
12 ehy çfr ?kaVs rd nkSM+ ldrk gSA gkykafd] ;g dsoy de nwjh rd gh mM+ ldrk gSA o;Ld cVsj i{kh feêh esa nks ls 
rhu bap xgjkbZ rd tkdj /kwy Luku djuk ilan djrk gSa vkSj fQj vius ia[kksa dks QM+QM+krs gq, b/kj&m/kj ?kwerk gSA 
cVsj rhrj dh Hkkafr ØhM+k if{k;ksa ds ifjokj dk gSA cVsj [kkus ds fy, T+;knrj cht] iÙks vkSj tM+ ilan djrs gSa] gkykafd 
Hkw[k yxus ij ;s dHkh&dHkh NksVs dhM+s Hkh [kk tkrs gSaA

Scientific Name: Coturnix Coturnix

oSKkfud uke% dkWVfuZDl dkWVfuZDl 

33 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z COMMON QUAIL

Common Quail is a small bird found in woodlands and forest areas. Quails move surprisingly fast in the underbrush and 

can run up to 12 mph when startled, however, they can fly only for a short distance. Adult quail birds like to take dust 

baths by burrowing two to three inches deep into the loose soil and then wriggling around flapping their wings. 

Although they are much different in size, quail belong to the same family of game birds as pheasants. Quails mostly 

prefer seeds, leaves, and roots to eat, although if hungry they sometimes eat small insects too.
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One-horned

HINOCEROSR ,d lhax okyk xSaMk
¼Hkkjrh; xSaMk½

uj xSaMksa dks 'cSy' vkSj eknk xSaMksa dks 'xk;' dgk tkrk gSA xSaMksa ds lewg dks 'ØS'k' dgk tkrk gSA bldh ns[kus dh {kerk 
det+ksj gksrh gS] blhfy, T+;knrj ;g viuh lwa?kus dh {kerk ij fuHkZj djrs gSaA blds FkwFku ds var esa ,d lhax gksrk 
gSA xSaMk 'kkdkgkjh gksrk gS] vkSj ;g çfrfnu yxHkx 60 ls 70 fdyksxzke Hkkstu dk lsou djrk gSA vkerkSj ij ;g ,dkar 
esa jgrk gS] dsoy çtuu ds nksjku gh eknk vkSj uj ,d lkFk ns[ks tk ldrs gSaA dHkh&dHkh uj xSaMksa dk O;ogkj vkØed 
gks tkrk gSA uj xSaMksa ds chp yM+kbZ vDlj xSaMksa dh ekSr dk dkj.k curh gSA 

ONE HORNED RHINOCEROS35 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Scientific Name: Rhinoceros unicornis

oSKkfud uke% jkbukslsjksl ;qfudkWfuZl

A group of rhinos is called a ‘crash’. They have weak eyesight, and they mostly rely on their sense of smell. 

They have a single horn at the end of their snout. They are herbivores, and their daily food intake is approximately 

almost ~ 60 to 70 kilograms. They are usually solitary except for females with young ones. 

Occasionally rhino interactions are aggressive, characterized by charges, and horn clashes. Fighting between males is 

often a cause of death among this species.
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Use Pencil Colours, Poster Colours or Acrylic Colours



lkjl Øsu nqfu;k dk mM+us okyk lcls Å¡pk i{kh gS vkSj bldh yackbZ 1.5 ehVj gSA ;g eq[; :i ls ufn;ksa ds vkl&ikl 
çk—frd vknZzHkwfe] ck<+ ds eSnkuksa vkSj [ksrksa esa ik;k tkrk gSA lkjl vd'ks:dh;] NksVs mHk;pjksa vkSj lkaiksa dk f'kdkj 
djus okyk ,d loZHk{kh gS tks —f"k Hkwfe esa Qlyksa ds LokLF; dks cuk, j[kus esa enn djrk gSA ;g oQknkjh] çse vkSj 
çfr"Bk dk  çrhd gS vkSj ekuk tkrk gS fd ;g thou Hkj ds fy, viuk tksM+k cukrs gSaA lkjl mÙkj çns'k dk jktdh; 
i{kh Hkh gSA

ARUS
craneS lkjl

Scientific Name: Grus Antigone

oSKkfud uke% xqzl ,aVhxksu

37 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z SARUS CRANE

The Sarus crane is the tallest flying bird in the world and the largest crane known, standing 1.5 meters tall. They are 

found in large rivers, natural wetlands, floodplains, and cultivated lands. Sarus is an omnivore predating on 

invertebrates, small amphibians, and snakes which helps in maintaining the health of crops in agricultural land. They 

are a symbol of faithfulness and are thought to pair for life. Sarus is also the State bird of Uttar Pradesh.
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IGERT ck?k

Scientific Name: Panthera tigris

oSKkfud uke% iSaFksjk Vkbfxzl

,f'k;kbZ fcfYy;ksa dh çtkfr esa lcls cM+k ck?k gSA ck?k f'kdkj djus ds fy, eq[; :i ls viuh –f"V vkSj f'kdkj dh 
vkgV ij fuHkZj jgrk gSA ;g vdsys f'kdkj djrk gSA eknk ck?k dks vDlj mlds cPpksa ds lkFk ns[kk tk ldrk gS] ysfdu 
uj ck?k T;knrj ,dkUr oklh gksrk gSA ,d ck?k dk O;fäxr {ks= vkSj {ks= dk vkdkj ck?k ds fy, miyC/k f'kdkj ds 
vk/kkj ij fu/kkZfjr gksrk gSA bldh ngkM+ dh vkokt dks rhu fdyksehVj nwj rd lquk tk ldrk gSA nks ck?kksa ds 'kjhj 
dh /kkfj;k¡ ,d tSlh ugha gksrha] cfYd ,d nwljs ls fHkUu gksrh gSaA ck?k ,d vPNk rSjkd Hkh gksrk gSA Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
ck?k dks jk"Vªh; tkuoj dk ntkZ Hkh fn;k x;k gSA orZeku esa ck?kksa dks Hkkjr ds 18 jkT;ksa esa fLFkr 54 ck?k vHk;kj.;ksa esa 
lajf{kr fd;k tk jgk gSA

TIGER39 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Tigers rely primarily on sight and sound rather than smell for hunting. They typically hunt alone and stalk prey. Tigers 

are mostly solitary, apart from associations between mother and offspring. Individual tigers have a large territory, and 

the size is determined mostly by the availability of prey. Their roar can be heard as far as three kilometres away.No two 

tigers have the same stripes, they are all unique. Tigers are good swimmers too. This National animal of India currently 

is being protected in 53 tiger reserves across 18 states of India.
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;wfVl fgeky; ds miks".kdfVca/kh; mPpHkwfe esa ik;k tkrk gS vkSj bldk mi;ksx tykÅ ydM+h ds :i esa vkSj dks;yk 
cukus ds fy, fd;k tkrk gSA bldh Nky dk mi;ksx jaxkbZ vkSj VSfuax ds fy, fd;k tkrk gSA ;g usiky ,YMj ds :i esa 
Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA ;g fgeky; esa fgekpy çns'k ls ysdj nf{k.k if'pe phu vkSj cekZ rd ik;k tkrk gSA Hkkjr esa bls 
vDlj HkwL[kyu dks jksdus ds fy, mxk;k tkrk gSA blh ds lkFk bldk ç;ksx vkS"k/kh; xq.kksa ds :i esa Hkh fd;k tkrk gSA

TISU ;wfVl

Scientific Name: Alnus nepalensis

oSKkfud uke% vyul usIysafll

41 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z UTIS

Utis is found in the subtropical highlands of the Himalayas and is used as firewood, and for making charcoal. Its bark is 

used for dyeing and tanning. Also known as Nepal Alder, it is found in the Himalayas, from Himachal Pradesh to South 

West China and Burma. It is often planted to prevent landslides. It is mostly used for its medicinal properties.
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fx) T+;knkrj lM+s xys e`rçk; tkuojksa ls viuk Hkkstu çkIr djrs gSa] vkSj dHkh dHkh detksj ;k ?kk;y NksVs tkuojksa dk 
Hkh f'kdkj djrs gSaA ;g vkerkSj ij ekuo cfLr;ksa] cqpM[kkuks vkSj dpjs ds <sj ds vklikl ns[kk tk ldrs gSaA dHkh 
dHkh ;g NksVs tkuojksa vkSj vU; if{k;ksa ds vaMs Hkh [kk tkrs gSaA fx) vkerkSj ij pêkuh fdukjksa ij viuk ?kksalyk cukrk 
gS bldk flj vkSj ihB okyk Hkkx lQsn jax dk gksrk gSA

Egyptian

ULTUREV lQsn fx)

Scientific Name: Neophron percnopterus

oSKkfud uke% fu;ksÝkWu idZuksIVsjl

EGYPTIAN VULTURE43 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Egyptian vultures are scavengers, and they rarely hunt weak or injured small animals. They are often found near human 

habitation like around slaughterhouses and rubbish dumps. They also eat small animals and the eggs of other birds. 

Egyptian vultures usually nest on rock ledges and have white-coloured heads and backs. 
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ESTERN
yellow wagtailW fiyfd;k [katu

oSxVsy ,d gjs vkSj ihys jax dk NksVk vkSj lqanj i{kh gS] ftldh e/;e yackbZ dh iwaN vkSj dkys jax ds irys iSj gksrs 
gSaA ;g viuk T;knrj le; tehu ij pyus ;k nkSM+us esa O;rhr djrs gSaA ;g le;&le; ij viuh iwaN fgykrs jgrs gSaA 
;g bZ[k dh D;kfj;ksa vkSj [kM+h Qlyksa ds vanj cM+h la[;k esa viuk ?kksalyk cukrs gSaA ;g efD[k;ksa vkSj Hkojs lfgr NksVs 
dhM+ksa dks [kkrk gSA oSxVsy ,d xzh"edkyhu vkxarqd i{kh gS] tks lfnZ;ksa esa vÝhdk dh vksj iyk;u djrk gSA

Scientific Name: Motacilla flava

oSKkfud uke% eksVkflyk ¶ySok

45 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL

The yellow wagtail is a small, graceful, yellow, and green bird, with a medium-length tail and slender black legs. It 

spends much time walking or running on the ground. As its name implies, it wags its tail from time to time. It is found in 

large numbers in reedbeds and standing crops. It feeds on small insects including flies and beetles. Wagtail is a 

summer visitor, migrating to Africa in winter.
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YLOCARPUS
granatumX iqlqj 

;k /kqa/ky 
Common Name: Cannonball Mangrove

lkekU; uke% dSuUkckWy eSaxzkso 

;g e/;e vkdkj dk lnkcgkj o`{k gSA ;g vkerkSj ij caxky] cjek] ey; çk;}hi] vaMeku vkSj fudksckj }hi lewg] 
vkWLVªsfy;k vkSj vÝhdk ds }hiksa ds rVh;  taxyksa esa mxrk gSA gkyk¡fd ;g vUnj ls eqM+k gqvk vkSj [kks[kyk gksrk gS] 
ysfdu bl isM+ dh ydM+h bruh dBksj vkSj fVdkÅ gksrh gS fd bldk mi;ksx uko] QuhZpj vkSj fuekZ.k dk;ksaZ ds fy, 
fd;k tkrk gSA

XYLOCARPUS GRANATUM47 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

It is an evergreen tree of medium size. It commonly grows in the coastal forests of Bengal, Burma, the Malay Peninsula, 

the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Australia and the islands of Africa. Although it is bent and hollow inside, the wood 

of this tree is hard and durable and is often used for making boats, furniture and for construction purposes. 
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ELLOW
bitternY tqu cxyh

ihyh fcVuZ nynyh {ks=ksa vkSj ty fudk;ksa ls Hkjiwj ouLifr ds vklikl ik, tkus okys NksVk cxqyk gSA ;g vDlj Hkksj 
;k 'kke ds le; lcls vf/kd lfØ; gksrk gSA ;g f'kdkj djus ds fy, vknZzHkwfe ouLifr;ksa ds ek/;e ls /khjs&/khjs f'kdkj 
dh vksj c<+rk gS ;k ikuh ds fdukjs ij f'kdkj dh çrh{kk djrk gSA f'kdkj dks idM+us ds fy, ;g viuh yEch pksap ds 
ek/;e ls f'kdkj ij >iêk ekjrk gSA ;g T;knrj dhM+s] eNyh vkSj mHk;pjksa dks [kkrk gSA

Scientific Name: Ixobrychus sinensis

oSKkfud uke% bDlksczkbdl lkbusafll

49 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z YELLOW BITTERN

Yellow bitterns are small herons of marshy, well-vegetated water bodies. They tend to stay in thick wetland vegetation. 

They also are often most active at dawn or dusk. They forage by moving slowly through the wetland vegetation or 

waiting at the water's edge, thrusting their long bill out to capture prey when they spot the prey. They mostly feed on 

insects, fish, and amphibians.
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ITTING 
cisticolaZ ft+Vft+Vh ftVQqndh  

Scientific Name: Cisticola juncidis

oSKkfud uke% flLVhdksyk tadkbfMl

ft+fVax dh igpku djuk vR;ar dfBu gSA dqN i{kh çtkfr;ksa dks muds ia[kksa dh fHkUurk ds vk/kkj ij gh igpkuk tk 
ldrk gSA ftfVax flLVhdksYkk cgqr NksVk dhVHk{kh i{kh gSA ;g [kqys ?kkl ds eSnkuksa esa ik;h tkrh gS] ftuesa ekSleh :i ls 
ck<+ vkSj ?kkl okys vknZzHkwfe] ?kkl ds eSnku] ijrh Hkwfe vkSj [ksrh dh Qlysa 'kkfey gSaA dHkh&dHkh ;g 'kgjh {ks=ksa esa Hkh 
ns[kh tk ldrh gSA bldk ?kksalyk ,d I;kys ds vkdkj dk gksrk gS ftlesa Nykoj.k ds fy, ca/kh gqbZ ifÙk;ksa ;k ?kkl dh 
Nrjh gksrh gSA

ZITTING CISTICOLA51 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z

Cisticolas are difficult to identify and can be distinguished only by the configuration of their wing feathers.

Zitting Cisticolas are very small insectivorous birds. The species occupies open grasslands, including seasonally 

flooded and grassy wetlands, meadows, fallow lands, and cultivated croplands, and is occasionally found in urban 

areas. 
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