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STAN YR pBIE

elephant g‘l‘gﬂ'

Scientific Name: Elephas maximus

A6 ATH: TRTwrE Bferee

The Asian elephant is the largest mammal in the Asian Continent. It is also considered as the National Heritage Animal
of India. It is found in 13 countries in South and southeast Asia. Elephants live in close-knit family groups led by a
matriarch. Asian Elephant is smaller in size than African Elephants. Only males of Asian elephants have tusks. Tuskless
elephants are called 'Makhna'. They have a life span of 60 to 70 years. Elephants are known to travel long distances in
search of food and water and are very good swimmers. They spend about 16 hours a day eating and require
approximately 150-200 kgs of food and up to 200 litres of water each day.
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LACK PIIGS S
rumped flameback qqd)'-ag

Scientific Name: Dinopium benghalense

aSNE M SEAINEY SR

Black-rumped flameback is a common, “small-billed” golden-backed woodpecker with four toes. It is endemic to the
Indian subcontinent and Sri Lanka. Also known as the lesser golden-backed woodpecker, it can be seen in urban areas
also. They play an important role in maintaining the balance in the ecosystem. Woodpeckers are important as they
help in controlling the population of pests. It makes loud “ki-ki-ki-ki-ki,” which steadily increases in pace.
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HITATL NS

Scientific Name: Axis axis

dsTivee AT Tl o

The spotted deer, or chital, is the most common deer species in Indian forests. They are reddish brown in colour.

Both males and females have white spots on their entire body, thus the name “spotted deer”. Male chital has antlers
that grow and shed annually. These deer occupy grasslands and very rarely move into areas of dense jungle to avoid
predators like tigers and leopards. They prefer to stay close to the langurs and feed on leaves and fruit dropped by
them from the trees.
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Gangetic ’Tﬁq gﬁw

OLPHIN 1 99

Scientific Name: Platanista gangetica

dEvee T Qefeer Tfesw

Dolphins are one of the oldest creatures in the world, and the dolphin found in the river Ganges is known as “Gangetic
Dolphin™. The Gangetic dolphins can only live in freshwater and are essentially blind. They hunt by emitting ultrasonic
sounds, which bounce off fishes and other prey, enabling them to “see” an image in their mind. They are frequently
found alone or in small groups, and generally, the mother and the calf travel together. The Gangetic River dolphin is a
reliable indicator of the health of the entire river ecosystem. A loud sound like a sneeze gives it the name “susu”. The

species was declared the “National Aquatic Animal of India™ on 18th May 2010.
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URASIAN N9 <
coot T fehel

Scientific Name: Fulica atra

IeTIi~ A Gl T

Eurasian Coot is a black coloured bird, with a distinctive white beak. It is a wading bird with wide toes. It is found both
in freshwater and brackish marshes, lakeshores, and rivers and lives occasionally in saltwater. The bird dives easily and
forages at the bottom of freshwater lakes for tadpoles, snails, aquatic plants, algae and grasses.
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ALCATED Flches S5
duck T FHeT R S

Scientific Name: Mareca falcata

v AT AR Bhrel

The falcated ducks are a medium-sized bird and their males are larger than the females. The maned head of the breed-
ing male has a green and bronze shine. The female has a dark brown plumage. They are found in freshwater lakes,
ponds, rivers and marshes close to the forests. During the breeding season, the male has a short low whistle
“tyu-tyu-vit, tyu-vit” and wavering “uit-trr’. They are seen in pairs and small groups. These birds are active during the
day but migrate often at night.
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Scientific Name: Gavialis gangeticus

Jenitves m: dfeE Tfewa

Gharials are one of the largest species of crocodiles. They have a long snout with a pot or “ghara” like structure, thus
they are known as “Gharial’. They do not stalk their prey instead their snouts contain sensory cells that can detect
vibrations in the water. They are ecological indicators as well as top predators of the river ecosystem. Their jaws are
lined with more than a hundred teeth, which they use to hunt and catch fish. The National Chambal Sanctuary, also
known as the National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary, was declared a Protected Area for the conservation of this
endangered species. However, The species is still critically endangered.
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IMALAYAN REISR]]

bulbul ﬂmﬂq

Scientific Name: Pycnonotus leucogenys

EEIREAS G ECR I RS IR R

The Himalayan Bulbul is a greyish-brown bulbul, with a visible white cheek and yellow undersides. They are very
commonly found in the foothills of the Himalayas. They feed mostly on small invertebrates, insects, berries, seeds, and
nuts, and thus are omnivorous. Their song is generally melodious. It is a repetition of the phrase “oo-toodle-00’, an
alarm call is a sharp “pit”. Himalayan bulbuls are fearless and human-friendly and can often be seen in parks, and town
or city areas.
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NDIAN RIS AT
skimmer q‘l' qﬁﬂ

Scientific Name: Rynchops albicollis

aeve T Reer ufeaeniiad

Indian Skimmer has a white forehead and a deep orange bill. They are known for their unique bills which are bright
orange in color, with the upper mandible, a bit shorter than the lower mandible. Due to their uneven bills, they were
earlier also known as “Indian scissor-bill". The skimmers are partially migratory and do not normally occur in forests.
They instead inhabit natural open, wetland ecosystems, and are found on large rivers with sandbanks and reservoirs.

Indian skimmer is at times mistaken for “terns” due to their similar appearance.
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Golden W

ACKAL

Scientific Name: Canis aureus

JeTiives ;g SN

Jackals live in groups called packs or tribes. These animals are normally shy and try to stay out of sight by taking cover
in tall grasses. Jackal is a hunter and opportunistic omnivore, but it also scavenges. They help in keeping the
surroundings clean by feeding on the carcass. Jackals are often very vocal, and the most common sound made by
them is a high-pitched wavering howl, mostly heard at night. A pair of jackals defend a territory against other jackals,
and the pairs are monogamous. They are commonly known as Indian or Golden Jackals.
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S BIaT fehatfehl

INGFISHER

Scientific Name: Alcedo atthis

EE|IEA | LERUTC DR

Kingfishers have very strong legs as they spend most of their time perching on the trees. With their vivid plumage and
loud, shrill calls, the kingfisher bird stands out from the crowd. One can often catch sight of them perched on a tree,
barely moving. But upon sighting prey, they spring quickly into action and swoop down to catch it. In common

kingfishers, the females have a bill with a red base, whereas the male has one that is completely black. They are

widespread across the Indian subcontinent and are found throughout the Ganga River basin.
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ESSER SIFUIEL

adjutant

Scientific Name: Leptoptilos javanicus

aENE M Aedfead SaTwy

Lesser Adjutant is a solitary large bird mostly found in wetlands. Their upper body and wings are glossy dark grey-black,
and their underside is white. They have dark grey legs that are often stained white with uric acid as they commonly
defecate on them. This is believed to be a cooling measure, as the evaporation lowers their body temperature, offering
relief when temperatures are uncomfortably high. They were named “Adjutants” by British Colonial troops based on
their habit of standing motionless for long periods like military officers (Adjutants standing in attention).
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ARSH RAS

crocodile

Scientific Name: Crocodylus palustris

IS+ TH: FHibleETd TREd

The Marsh crocodile’s scientific name ‘Crocodylus palustris’ means, “‘crocodile of the marsh”. This species prefers
slow-moving shallow water bodies that are typically found in marshy environments and thus justify their name. They
are opportunistic predators and are known to prey on fish, amphibians, and reptiles. The species has become locally
extinct over large parts of its range, and viable populations occur mostly within the Protected Areas.
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ORTHERN mﬁ' SESEC]

shoveler

ScientificName: Spatula clypeata

I~ T: T FRATare

The name of the Northern shoveler is derived from its highly specialized bill that is used to forage for aquatic

invertebrates. Despite their stout appearance, they are agile flyers. When Northern shovelers take off, their wings
produce a rattling sound. They move in small flocks and are a widespread winter visitor in India. During mating season
male shovelers become flightless for a brief period; they gather in small flocks and usually stay hidden in vegetation,

especially at night.
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Smooth-Coated

TTER

HERIE

Scientific Name: Lutrogale perspicillata

IS H: TgER GrRararer

Smooth-coated otter is an aquatic and terrestrial mammal. They have small eyes and ears, a flattened tail, with short
and strong limbs and large and well webbed fore and hind paws. They prefer rocky stretches alongside rivers for den
and resting. Smooth-coated otters are social and hunt in groups and are mainly diurnal. In some countries, fishermen
are known to train smooth-coated otters to chase fish into fishing nets. Fishes make up 75 to 100% of the diet. They also
forage on insects, earthworms, crustaceans & frogs.
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ALLAS Jd H5-T58

fish eagle

Scientific Name: Haliaeetus leucoryphus

JeMive TH: BfEIeE PHREE

Pallas’s Fish Eagle, also known as Pallas's Sea Eagle or band-tailed fish eagle, is a large, brownish sea eagle. These
eagles predate by assaulting water birds on the surface of the water and then flying off with the kill. They also feed on
large freshwater fishes. This bird has one of the greatest weight-lifting feats ever recorded for a flying bird. They are
closely associated with wetlands, principally with large lakes and rivers. It is a migrant bird that breeds in the northern

and northeastern parts of India during winters and migrates to Mongolia for summers.
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ST T

Scientific Name: Coturnix Coturnix

AST+eR AT: Hicheg e

Common Quail is a small bird found in woodlands and forest areas. Quails move surprisingly fast in the underbrush and
can run up to 12 mph when startled, however, they can fly only for a short distance. Adult quail birds like to take dust
baths by burrowing two to three inches deep into the loose soil and then wriggling around flapping their wings.
Although they are much different in size, quail belong to the same family of game birds as pheasants. Quails mostly
prefer seeds, leaves, and roots to eat, although if hungry they sometimes eat small insects too.
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One-horned QEB 7\:ﬁT Er?fﬂ' ﬁg-[

Scientific Name: Rhinoceros unicornis

AsTTo T AR R

A group of rhinos is called a ‘crash’. They have weak eyesight, and they mostly rely on their sense of smell.
They have a single horn at the end of their snout. They are herbivores, and their daily food intake is approximately

almost ~ 60 to 70 kilograms. They are usually solitary except for females with young ones.
Occasionally rhino interactions are aggressive, characterized by charges, and horn clashes. Fighting between males is

often a cause of death among this species.
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crane

Scientific Name: Grus Antigone

ERlEEA CHE CRUCUI]

The Sarus crane is the tallest flying bird in the world and the largest crane known, standing 1.6 meters tall. They are
found in large rivers, natural wetlands, floodplains, and cultivated lands. Sarus is an omnivore predating on
invertebrates, small amphibians, and snakes which helps in maintaining the health of crops in agricultural land. They
are a symbol of faithfulness and are thought to pair for life. Sarus is also the State bird of Uttar Pradesh.
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Scientific Name: Panthera tigris

v A YART e iM

Tigers rely primarily on sight and sound rather than smell for hunting. They typically hunt alone and stalk prey. Tigers
are mostly solitary, apart from associations between mother and offspring. Individual tigers have a large territory, and
the size is determined mostly by the availability of prey. Their roar can be heard as far as three kilometres away.No two
tigers have the same stripes, they are all unique. Tigers are good swimmers too. This National animal of India currently
is being protected in 53 tiger reserves across 18 states of India.

g ffewdt @ seiia # ) S91 99 21 99 ReR & & e ge ' @ o g oR Rer &
aee W MR &l 21 98 el PR AT 21 AIGT 919 P STa SO S & °1 Q@ o 9ol 8, Ape
T 9 SRR THNT AT il 8| U O 1 AR & S & H STHR O B oY Sude R
SR T FEiRa SR 21 S0 3B P AT &l A FheHiex §X T G o el 81 & S & IR
P Al wh S e i, afe wh gaR & e A 1 arg o oTest s ot BN Bl ARd SRR &N
Y B UL TG B qof ff &G T B IAHE F S B ARG B 18 ToA # R 54 919 oeERedt #
Tfera fpam T X R

39 | GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z TIGER



Use Pencil Colours, Poster Colours or Acrylic Colours

GANGA BIODIVERSITY A TO Z | 40



TIS

Scientific Name: Alnus nepalensis

SN AM: ST A<

Utis is found in the subtropical highlands of the Himalayas and is used as firewood, and for making charcoal. Its bark is
used for dyeing and tanning. Also known as Nepal Alder, it is found in the Himalayas, from Himachal Pradesh to South
West China and Burma. It is often planted to prevent landslides. It is mostly used for its medicinal properties.
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Scientific Name: Neophron percnopterus

e~ AT A T

Egyptian vultures are scavengers, and they rarely hunt weak or injured small animals. They are often found near human
habitation like around slaughterhouses and rubbish dumps. They also eat small animals and the eggs of other birds.
Egyptian vultures usually nest on rock ledges and have white-coloured heads and backs.
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yellow wagtail

Scientific Name: Motacilla flava

dFNE A Al T

The yellow wagtail is a small, graceful, yellow, and green bird, with a medium-length tail and slender black legs. It
spends much time walking or running on the ground. As its name implies, it wags its tail from time to time. It is found in
large numbers in reedbeds and standing crops. It feeds on small insects including flies and beetles. Wagtail is a
summer visitor, migrating to Africa in winter.
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Common Name: Cannonball Mangrove

AEM T dee Hg

It is an evergreen tree of medium size. It commonly grows in the coastal forests of Bengal, Burma, the Malay Peninsula,
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Australia and the islands of Africa. Although it is bent and hollow inside, the wood
of this tree is hard and durable and is often used for making boats, furniture and for construction purposes.
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bittern

Scientific Name: Ixobrychus sinensis
JeTI~Teh AW IFAEHE A

Yellow bitterns are small herons of marshy, well-vegetated water bodies. They tend to stay in thick wetland vegetation.
They also are often most active at dawn or dusk. They forage by moving slowly through the wetland vegetation or
waiting at the water's edge, thrusting their long bill out to capture prey when they spot the prey. They mostly feed on
insects, fish, and amphibians.
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cisticola

Scientific Name: Cisticola juncidis

Jefit~eh ;R SiEfsd

Cisticolas are difficult to identify and can be distinguished only by the configuration of their wing feathers.
Zitting Cisticolas are very small insectivorous birds. The species occupies open grasslands, including seasonally
flooded and grassy wetlands, meadows, fallow lands, and cultivated croplands, and is occasionally found in urban

dreas.
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