












































The National Environment Policy (2006) 

identifies wetlands as important components 

of 'freshwater resources' and recommends 

integration in developmental planning, 

management based on 'wise use' strategies, 

promotion of ecotourism and implementation 

of a regulatory framework. The Directory of 

Indian Wetlands (WWF and Asian Wetland 

Bureau, 1995) records 147 sites as important, 

of which 68 are protected under the National 

Protected Area Network by the Indian Wild 

Life (Protection) Act, 1972. A major initiative 

of UNDP to identify conservation strategies 

for inland wetlands resulted in the 

identification of 200 wetlands as potential 

Ramsar sites by Salim Ali Centre for 

Ornithology and Natural History (SACON) 

(Vijayan et al., 2004). Subsequently, the 

Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) built 

on this list and developed detailed 

documentation relating to these wetlands 

(Islam & Rahmani, 2008). The MoEF&CC, 

under its National Plan for Conservation of 

Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA), identified over 

180 wetlands of national importance. 

Conservation of wetlands is also an integral 

part in 3 of the 12 National Biodiversity 

Targets, framed by the MoEF&CC in line with 

the Convention on Biological Diversity's 

Strategic Plan 2011-2020. India became a 

signatory in the Ramsar Convention on 1st 

February, 1982, as a commitment to conserve 

the wetland resources of the country. As a 

result of continued conservation commitment 

by MoEF&CC, 49 wetlands (1,093,636 ha) in 

India have been designated as Wetlands of 

International Importance - Ramsar sites, 

which is highest in the South Asia (Ramsar 

Sites Information Service, 2022). 
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